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^^The 2015 Moto GP season has 
been a battle-royal, with the . 
veterans proving there truly is 
no substitute for experience... 



jhe Honda duo of Marc 

[arquGz and Dani Pedrosa 
Wouldn’t get used to the 
ew chassis used for 2015 



T his year’s Moto GP season has 

definitely been one to savour, and 
has gone a long way to reigniting 
interest in the sport, especially here in 
Australia after Casey Stoner’s retirement. 
But 2015 has been very different to what 
many would have expected, especially with 
the young gun Marc Marquez struggling 
and the veterans Valentino Rossi and Jorge 
Lorenzo leading the way. It has definitely 
been a year of fortune for some teams and 
despair for others. 

Firstly the battle between Jorge and 
Valentino for the championship has been 
tantalising to watch, and to see Rossi - the 
old man in the field at 36 years of age - still 
proving he’s got what it takes to set the 
pace - has been enjoyable to witness. In my 
opinion, the Italian would have to go down 
in history as one of the most successful 
motorcycle racers of all time, and he 
continues to surprise fans with his tenacity on 
the racetrack and his humble attitude off it. 

It has also been a year that has seen a 
major turning point for Team Ducati, with 
Andrea Dovizioso and Andrea lannone 
making a statement in the very first race of 
the season at Qatar with second and third 
respectively, continuing their success for 
most of the season. And their consistency 
has given the team the opportunity to 
develop the machine, which is exactly what 
Ducati have achieved in 2015. For 
the first time in years the bikes are 
actually rideable, and don’t seem 
to be washing out in the front end. 

It’s a problem seemingly inherited 
by Honda in the first half of the 
season with the implementation of 
the new chassis, causing the front to 
regularly fall away. This of course 
was most detrimental to Marquez 
due to his riding style of letting the 
rear slide wildly on approach into 
the comers with the majority of the 


bike’s weight being transferred to the front. 
For some reason with the new chassis the 
front just didn’t want to play, something that 
Marquez couldn’t seem to overcome, leading 
them to the decision of returning to the 2014 
chassis mid-season. No surprise to see that at 
Sachsenring in Germany, the first race after 
fitting the old chassis, Marquez won with Dani 
Pedrosa finishing second. 

As mentioned before, it has been a season 
full of surprises and memorable moments, 
and 2016 is looking even more exciting with 
some key mle changes along with the great 
news that KTM will be joining the premier 
class paddock. Although I’m starting to get 
ahead of myself, especially considering this 
year’s season is far from over with four races 
still remaining, including one of the best on the 
calendar, the Australian Moto GP at Phillip 
Island on the 16th-18th October. With its 
picturesque background of Bass Strait, the 
Island is one of the fastest circuits on tour, 
and one the riders seem to love coming down 
to Australia for what is arguably one of the 
most popular GPs of the year. I know I’m 
heading down again in just over a week, what 
about you? If you are planning a trip with a 
few mates, don’t forget to send in a Reader’s 
Touring feature to share with all the readers. 
And if you haven’t been fortunate enough to 
clear time off work, there are a lot of other 


ways to get your racing fix, including the 
curtain raiser for the 2016 World Superbikes 
in February at Phillip Island and then of course 
there’s next year’s Isle of Man in early June 
which promises to be one of the best yet! 

Don’t forget there’s also the option of Classic 
Racing which is rising in popularity all around 
the country. Either way, there’s a lot of racing 
events to choose from, it’s just a matter of 
what you prefer. 

And last but definitely not least, with the 
end of the year fast approaching, the plans for 
the QBE 2015 Bike of the Year are well and 
truly in motion with the final list of bikes now 
official. All 12 bikes vying for the coveted 
award will be covered in more detail next issue 
in the preview feature before being judged by 
our panel of experienced test riders in the 2015 
Yearbook, including the winner being revealed. 

Although due to such an overwhelming 
response last year, we’re now giving you more 
time to vote for your favourite bike in the 
QBE Reader’s Choice Award, which starts this 
issue! So make sure you check out Page 16 for 
all the information on how to enter. 

In the meantime, enjoy the issue, ride safe, 
and we hope to see you out there on Two 
Wheels somewhere. ■ 

Miles Rangeley 
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I t had been a fantastic morning on 
the RSV4 RF: thrashing Aprilia’s 
new superbike around the Misano 
circuit with its 201bhp engine 
powering it down the straights at 
phenomenal speed, its ultra-light 
and racy chassis carving through the 
turns, and its breathtaking blend of 
looks, compact size and distinctive 
V4 exhaust note making the whole 
experience utterly special. 


But perhaps the day’s most significant 
moment came not on the track but back 
in a pit garage, after my second session, 
hunched over the smart-phone plugged 
into the 12V socket on the RSV4’s 
dashboard. In the previous session the 
traction control had been cutting in too 
much on the long, right-hand Variante 
del Parco third turn as my bike’s worn 
rear Pirelli had struggled for grip. Now, 
with a few presses on the smart-phone 


^1 


Make no qualms about it, the new 
RSV4 RF was built for the track... 
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app, an Aprilia engineer zoomed in on 
the circuit diagram, and turned the bike’s 
traction control down a couple of clicks for 
that turn, plus a couple of others where the 
grip had been particularly low. 

Impressive? You bet it was. It’s not long 
ago that the ability to fine-tune a bike’s 
performance from the comfort of a pit 
garage would have been a fantasy even 
for a factory MotoGP rider. Yet the RSV4 
RF, when fitted with its V4-MP software, 
allows its rider to set corner-by-corner 
settings for traction and wheelie control, 
adding yet another level of race-bred 
sophistication to what was already a state- 
of-the-art electronics package. 

That additional fine-tuning ability is 
Aprilia’s icing on what was already a very 
tasty cake - not that there’s anything 
remotely soft or fattening about the RSV4 
RF. On the contrary, the Italian firm is 
happy to admit that their late-arriving 
contender in this spectacular year for new 
super-sports bikes is in many respects the 
most hardcore of all. Project leader Piero 
Soatti says of the RSV4: “It’s possible to 
ride on the road - it’s still possible to 
carry a passenger - but the focus is 
totally on the track and races.” 
Essentially that has always 
been true, ever since the original 
RSV4 was launched at this same 
Misano circuit in 2009. Since 
then the V4 has been updated 
twice, won countless magazine 
comparison tests, and formed 
the basis for the factory bikes 
that have won three of the 
last five World Superbike 
titles, most recently with 
Sylvain Guintoli last year. 
The RSV4 has never 
remotely matched that level 
of success in the showroom 
but Aprilia’s response is not 
to soften it but to push even 
harder in search of ultimate 
racetrack performance. 

The Noale firm’s race division 
is now headed by Romano 
Albesiano, who was in charge 
of the RSV4 project from its 
beginning, so it’s no surprise that 






much of the new model’s technology 
comes straight from the track. The 
999cc, 65-degree V4 engine gains CNC- 
machined combustion chambers that allow 
tighter tolerances, increased efficiency 
and a higher, 13.6:1 compression ratio. 
The airbox and variable-length intake 
trumpets are redesigned; inlet valves are 
larger; exhaust valves are also now made 
from titanium. 

The forged camshafts are lighter, as 
are the new Pankl conrods, smaller 
crank pins and the transmission system’s 
narrower gears. The crankcases and sump 
are redesigned to reduce oil friction, 
and a new exhaust system with larger, 
36mm (from 33mm) diameter downpipes 
is squeezed into the same space in the 
ultra-compact bike. The result is a gain of 
16bhp that takes maximum output to a 
claimed 201bhp at 13,000rpm. 

Chassis changes are less extensive, and 
are mainly aimed at maintaining stability 
with the increased power. The RSV4 has 
long been unique in having adjustable 
engine mounts, initially to benefit World 
Superbike racers, and this is now used 
to lower the centre of gravity by bolting 


the V4 unit in its lowest position. The 
swing-arm is lengthened by 4mm (with 
potential for an additional 9mm), and the 
steering geometry is quickened by slightly 
reduced trail. Overall weight is down by 
2.5kg, to 190kg without fuel. 

Advanced electronics have been one of 
the RSV4’s main assets since the APRC 
(Aprilia Performance Ride Control) 
model of 2011, and the system is updated 
to include Bosch’s latest lean-angle 
sensor. The traction control and anti- 
wheelie control are recalibrated, you still 
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get launch control and a quick-shifter, 
and the brake system now also includes 
a Race ABS system with its Brembo 
Monobloc calipers. 

As before the RSV4 comes in two 
versions, of which only the higher spec 
RF model is available in some markets. 
The base-model RSV4 RR has Sachs 
suspension and steering damper, and is 
upgraded to include some features from 
the old Factory model, such as magnesium 
sump and cylinder head covers and 
variable-length intake ducts. The RSV4 
RF, produced in a limited edition of 500 
units with red/white/black ‘Superpole’ 


paint scheme, includes the RR’s optional 
Race Pack of forged wheels plus Ohlins 
suspension and steering damper. 

Both models can also be fitted with 
the accessory V4-MP software, the 
MP standing for Multimedia Platform: 
basically a GPS-enabled telemetry system 
that connects the bike to a smartphone. 
This allows downloading of data after 
riding, plus the aforementioned ability 
to fine-tune traction control and anti- 
wheelie for individual corners, provided 
the circuit in question is on Aprilia’s list 
of major circuits. 

Misano is on the list, and I didn’t need 
the telemetry to tell me that the RSV4 
was mighty rapid as it charged down 
the kinked back straight with a glorious 
V4 bark from the stubby silencer by 
my right boot. Revs built with fantastic 
speed, heading for the redline with 
thrilling rapidity as I flicked through the 
box with the quick-shifter, which slightly 
surprisingly doesn’t work on down-shifts, 
like those of the SIOOORR and Ducati’s 
1299 Panigale. That claim of an extra 16 
horses certainly sounded very believable 
as the RSV4 charged towards what’s 
likely to be a genuine 300km/h top speed. 

There was heaps of midrange grunt too. 


so the Aprilia pulled hard 
even when I exited some 


turns from around 


SOOOrpm, kicking 
smoothly and with superbly 
flawless throttle response for 
such a powerful bike. The 
riding modes have been 
adjusted to give a new Race 
mode that has smoother 


delivery. It does just that but 
the difference is not dramatic, 
and some riders might 
prefer Track mode’s slightly 
increased engine braking. 

Handling was as good as 
you’d expect of such a light, 
race-developed bike with top 
quality suspension, though only 
after the Aprilia mechanics had 
tweaked the suspension to suit my 
larger-than-Italian-test-rider sized body 
In the first session the bike was far too 


soft for my height and 87kg weight, 
and some extra shock preload and 
more damping at both ends had 
it handling infinitely better by the 
third session. 


That was when I got the benefit 
of the V4-MP system for the first time. In 
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FOR SUCH A POWERFUL OIKE. 


much fun, sitting down too much at the 
rear under acceleration, its worn rear 
Pirelli Supercorsa sliding and sending the 
traction control working too often by the 
end of the session. 

Back in the pits, it was a real eye- 
opener to be able to play with the 
smart-phone on its mount at the steering 
head, and fine-tune the traction control, 
setting a lower base level, then adjusting 
it further for several turns including that 
long right-hander where the bike had 
been sliding most. The wheelie control can 
also be adjusted through its three settings 
in similar fashion; one rider found it useful 
to turn it up for the last bend, where his 


weave on the following pit straight. 

My bike initially weaved too but was 
impressively stable once I’d firmed it up, 
even feeling rock solid through the super- 
fast right-hand kink in the back straight. 
The Aprilia also steered with the superbly 
agile yet planted and confidence-inspiring 
feel that I recalled from the previous 
model, its front end giving massive 
amounts of feel, at least once I’d added 
some rebound damping to stop the forks 
moving as I let off the brake. 

The stopper was predictably powerful, 
the Race ABS working so well that I 
couldn’t feel it working, in contrast to the 
previous model’s less than cutting-edge 
system. The RS4V doesn’t have cornering 
ABS like the 1299 Panigale, or a linked 
system like Yamaha’s new Rl, but it 
certainly slowed mighty hard. And 
gripped hard too, at least until that 
Pirelli Supercorsa SP got worn. 
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What even this top-spec RSV4 also 
doesn’t do is follow the SIOOORR and 
Panigale with the option of semi-active 
suspension. As with the lack of cornering 
ABS, there’s a reason for that: Aprilia 
haven’t yet found the system to give a 
benefit in lap times, so by their strict 
criteria there’s no reason to use it. 

That’s a very hardcore approach 
that won’t suit every rider, especially 
considering many RSV4s are likely to 
spend the majority of their lives on 
public roads. Personally I find it slightly 
disappointing, not least because the latest 
semi-active systems work so well - and 
there’s no reason why V4-MP couldn’t 
be adapted to allow corner-by-corner 
suspension adjustment too. 

There again, yet more high-tech 
electronics would inevitably have further 
increased the cost of what is already 
inevitably an expensive bike. And you 
have to admire Aprilia’s uncompromising 
attitude, as well as the bike it has 
fashioned. The RSV4 RF might be a touch 
too focused for some riders, but it’s a 
brilliantly fast and track-ready machine 
that has every chance of earning yet more 
comparison test victories, as well as more 
World Superbike success. 


Piero Soatti, Aprilia Head of 
Product Engineering 

“Our main target for the RSV4 
was to improve performance and 
rideability, to make it even easier to 
use on track. This is a track motorcycle. 
We wanted to let the rider ride it 
more comfortably, not to be just more 
relaxed but to have better performance 
on track. 

“On this motorcycle we are very 
straight and pure. We look for 
performance and riding pleasure. If 
something doesn’t bring performance 
or riding pleasure, we don’t consider it. 
Any by this we mean on the track. This 
is not a motorcycle for the road. 

“Romano Albesiano was the father 
of this motorcycle, so when we started 
this project he really wanted to make a 
contribution to it. His people in the racing 
department were really helpful. For 
instance at one stage we were in a bit of a 
cul-de-sac with the inlet funnels, because 
we had many many solutions but none 
was working really well.” 

“So we went to Romano and said, 
‘You have to give us this team of yours 
that has a lot of experience of funnels.’ 
They have a database of information. 


and within a matter of weeks we found 
a really good solution.” 

“Why no semi-active suspension? We 
know semi-active suspension very well 
because we’ve had it for two-and-a-half 
years on the Caponord, and we’ve tried 
it a lot on the RSV4. But at the moment 
it doesn’t give an advantage on track. We 
have made many tests with Sachs, our 
supplier, but until the lap time is better 
we will not use it. 

“The same is true of cornering ABS. 

This doesn’t help on track, in our 
opinion, and we are very satisfied with 
our standard racing ABS. But an auto- 
do wnshift is different. We are working on 
it, we already have it in competition, and 
it’s something we will introduce.” ■ 

APRIUARSV4RF 

ENGINE TYPE: 

Liquid-cooled 65-degree V4 

VALVE ARRANGEMENT 

DOHC, 16 valves 

..DISPLACEMENT 999cc 
BORE X STROKE 78 x 52.3mm 
COMPRESSION RATIO 13.6: 1 
CARBURATIC Marelli injection, 

48mm throttle bodies 
CLUTCH Wet multiplate slipper 
TRANSMISSIC 6-speed cassette, 
chain final 

MAXIMUM POWER: 

201bhp @ 13,000rpm 
MAXIMUM TORQUE 

115Nm @ 10,500rpm 
FRONT SUSPENSIC 43mm Ohiins 
upside-down telescopic fork, 120mm 
travel, adjustments for preload, 
compression and rebound damping 
REAR SUSPENSIC Ohiins monoshock, 
130mm wheel travel, adjustments for 
preload, high- and low-speed compression 
plus rebound damping 
FRONT BRAKE 2, four-piston Brembo 
Monobloc radial calipers, 320mm discs 
with ABS 

REAR BRAKE Twin-piston Brembo 
caliper, 220mm disc with ABS 

FRONT WHEEL 3.50 x 17in; 
forged aluminium 
REAR WHEEL 6.00xl7in; 
forged aluminium 

FRONT TYRE 120/70 x 17in Pirelli 
Diablo Supercorsa SP 
REAR TYRE 200/55 x 17in Pirelli 
Diablo Supercorsa SP 
RAKE/TRAIL. Not available 
WHEELBASE 1424mm 
SEAT HEIGHT 845mm\ 

FUEL CAPACITY 18.5 litres 
WEIGHT 180kg (without oil or battery) 






$25K 


RIDE 

AWAY 




With racing in rts DNA the new RSV4 RR and RSV4 RR Race Pack offers a powerful lOOOcc V4 
engine which produces an exhilarating 201 HR Featuring Aprilia's patented Rider Performance 
Control electronics package which includes rBW* aTC, aLC, aWC, aQS, and Race ABS which work 
in conjunction with the state of the art adjustabie suspension and Brembo braking system to form 
an unbeatable combination. The RSV4 is the only Superbike on the market with an adjustable 
chassis that allows the rider to truly customise their RSV4 and be race ready. From racetracks to 
roads, setting new standards for technology and performance Is our job and our daily commitment. 
For rr>ore information visit www.aprilia.com.au 
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By voting for your favourite bike and entering the 
competition, you will be in the running to win some top 
quality prizes thanks to QBE Motorcycle Insurance, Ficeda 
Accessories, Draggin Jeans and United Tools. Ride with 
style the next time you head out on your bike in your new 
Ixon Stratus HP Jacket thanks to Ficeda Accessories or 
what about unrivalled protection wearing your new pair 
of Razzo Jeans from Draggin Jeans, or finally, what about 
a Makita Cordless Drill courtesy of United Tools? 


([enter for your 

O PPORTUNITY TO WIN! 

Vote here for your favourite bike! Then enter our 
competition for your opportunity to win one of three 
great prizes by simply filling out the entry form 
and telling us in 25 words or less why you think the 
bike you voted for should win a trophy for being our 
reader's favourite bike. Be creative as possible! 

A trophy will be presented to the manufacturer 
for the bike that receives the most votes from our 
readers at the QBE Bike of the Year Awards Night 
being held on the 21st November 2015. 

Go to www.twowheels.com.au/qbereaderschoice to vote, 
enter the competition and to see our terms and conditions 


CONDITIONS OF ENTRY 

Information on how to enter forms part of the conditions 
of entry. The competition is open to Australian residents 
only. Employees of Express Publications Pty Limited ACN 
057 807 904 (‘Express’), QBE Insurance (Australia) Limited 
ACN 003 191 035 (‘QBE’) and their subsidiaries and families 
are not eligible to enter. The prize is not transferable 
or exchangeable for cash. The competition commences 
1/10/2015 and closes last mail 20/11/2015. The winner 
will be chosen at 2 Stanley Street, Silverwater NSW 2128 
at 4pm on 20/11/2015 after the competition ends. There 
will be 1 winner, and 2 runners up. The winners will 


then be notified by phone and mail. The winner will be 
decided by a panel appointed by Two Wheels magazine. 
The judges’ decision is final and no correspondence 
will be entered into. This competition is a game of skill 
and chance plays no part in determining the winners. 

All entries will be judged individually on their merits 
based on creativity and originality. First prize is a Ixon 
Stratus HP jacket valued at $320. Second prize is a pair 
of Razzo Jeans from Draggin Jeans valued at $289. Third 
prize is a Makita Cordless Drill from United Tools valued 
at $200. The total prize value is worth approximately 
$810.The prize value is subject to change after printing. 
Express will pay for the delivery costs of the prize to 


the winner and deliver the prize to the winner. Express 
will not pay for any other costs associated with the 
prize. Entry forms submitted will not be returned to 
the entrants. By entering the competition you consent 
to Express reproducing and publishing in whole or 
part throughout the world your statement which you 
provided to us on the entry form which we may use in 
all media formats including print, electronic or any other 
publishing medium. All entrants’ contact details may be 
used for promotional purposes by Express. The promoter 
is Express Publications Pty Limited, 2 Stanley Street, 
Silverwater NSW 2128 (02) 9741 3800. Qur privacy policy 
can be found at www.expresspublications.com.au/privacy/ 
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Ignition the interesting stuff in motorcycling this month 



CUSTOMISED SaiAMBlERS 


Presented in London, six machines based on the 
Ducati Scrambler with two commissioned by 
Ducati Italy and the remainder by Ducati UK, all 
totally different developments based on their own 
themes but a credit to their builders. 

First consider the Ducati Scrambler by Andrea 
Radaelli of Radikal Chopper Milano that was 
Custom International Bike Show prize-winner 
when it first appeared at EICMA in 2014. The 
basic 803cc L twin desmo personalised in typical 
Italian style with a unique headlight unit and 
straight through exhaust system making sure it 
cannot pass unnoticed! 

The second Italian machine is the Pirelli 
‘SC-Rumble’ built byMbrazione Art Design 
in collaboration with Pirelli featuring the 
MT 60 RS tyres developed for Ducati 
Scrambler machines. Changes to the original 
Scrambler are considerable, the original frame 
shortened - but wheelbase lengthened - and 
the superstructure removed with the ensuing 
monocoque frame hammered out by hand in 
re-cycled sheet metal while top and side fairings 
are again hand beaten, this time in aluminium. 
Headlight is round in billet aluminium with 
LED lights around the perimeter. 

Finally a new rear shock is fitted and the high 
level exhaust system based on aTermignoni carries 
a handmade silencer, the original handlebars being 
replaced by a unit from a Ducati Streetfighter...a 
‘work of art’ being the target of the exercise. 

Now to the contributions from UK with 
IDP Custom Moto, Britaliamoto, the Sheffield 
Motorcycle Centre and Ducati Manchester all well 
thought out and executed. 

IDP Custom Moto presented the ‘Urban Jungle 
Scrambler’ built for Carl Fogarty after a recent TV 
series when he spent time in real jungle. Keen on 
a non-standard version of the bike it was lightened 


by removing a variety of covers and mudguards 
and fitting a more conventional headlight unit. 

A new black vinyl seat was fitted and side panels 
fabricated to fit around it plus new polished tank 
panels from a 1962 Duke installed to blend with 
the headlight brackets and number plate. Finally a 
fully adjustable Ohlins rear shock completed the 
bike to the satisfaction of new owner Carl. 

Britaliamoto of Northampton came up with 
their ‘Blue Moon’ with flat tracking in mind 
utilising a GT 1000 swinging arm andTermignoni 
race-line 2 into 1 exhaust system changed into 
2 into 2 stacked, the seat and tail units changed 
using two-part foam resin and filler. Other changes 
include a central speedo and the headlight 
replaced (no longer LED) as well as the seat and 
the final striking finish of ‘Blue Moon’. 

Ducati Manchester rolled out their ‘DMC 
Eccythump Scrambler’ built with the collaboration 
of an Italian supercar designer - Paul Eccleshare 
- utilising 1950/60s Superleggera coach building 
techniques. Straight through twin exhausts 
were manufactured and the seat made in hand 
crafted leather classic Italian sports car inspired. 
Handmade stone guards and heat shields are 
in sheet aluminium with classic motocross 
handlebars and headlight completing the overall 
changes. Complete? Not quite - the finish is 
pearlescent white/brown with 24 carat gold leaf 
overpainted plus more pearlescent coatings. 

Finally the Sheffield Motorcycle Centre set 
out their customising exercise using Gulf Oil 
Company colours with orange trellis frame 
balanced with pastel blue tank, front mudguard, 
front fork bottoms and rear shock spring. New ‘fat 
handlebars’ are used to house all control cables 
to clean-up the handlebar region and the seat 
re-covered in a light tan colour, but as seen not yet 
complete with more work to be continued. ... 
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THE MOST IMPORTANT STUFF IN MOTORCYCLING THIS MONTH 


JEROLAMO 

FAMILY 

Introducing a new member to the Jerolamo 
Family, Martini has again turned to a Triumph 
for his 'Jerolamo Triple’ and in fact a 1999 
Speed Triple. The lOOOcc triple producing 
a respectable llObhp and 9.9kg of torque 
suited the project well with the 6-speed 
motor not requiring any tuning except for a 
new Zard exhaust system. 

The Triumph frame is modified with a new 
rear steel sub-frame -chromed - and a new 
leather Martini seat. A Martini nose fairing is 
installed with a HD style of headlight unit, 
clip-ons, a new rear mudguard, indicators 
and finally quality Borrani rims. Weighing in 
at 196kg (4321bs) with an 18-litre tank and 
finished in black this is a Jerolamo right up 
there with its predecessors. . ..simply superb! 



MARTINI 

MOW GUZZI 


Check out this special Moto 
Guzzi, originally a California III built 
by Nicola Martini for Filippo Magnini 
who is a World Champion swimmer. 

The 948ccV-twin is producing 71bhp 
and was in standard trim until Nicola 
took a hand with some interesting 
modifications. First an Ohlins rear shock 
was fitted and then to achieve a more 
slender appearance the original tank 


Ignition 




was replaced by a Kawasaki unit with 
new side panels to good effect. 

Aluminium mudguards look well together 
with the Martini yellow leather seat and new 
front and rear lights. New instrumentation, 
a Martin leather pannier an impressive Zard 
exhaust system complemented by a striking 
black/red/yellow finish set the bike up well 
and truly fit for a champion. 



PEPO'SMONTY 

Pepo Rossel has just announced his new 
'Monty’ with a 1978 Laverda 500 Alpino as 
the donor bike. The result is as you would 
expect from Pepo with new ideas and a 
variety of non Laverda components creating a 
really stunning machine. 

The rolling chassis has received serious 
attention, the frame converted to a cantilever 
suspension system with Suzuki Bandit swing 
arm, rear wheel and YSS rear shock. Front 
forks came from a Ducati Monster 1000 
together with the front wheel fitted with 
Brembo rotors, callipers and PR 19 brake 
pump, the rear rotor from NG. Completing the 
brake systems are brake lines from Frentubo. 

Mudguards, front fairing and brackets plus 
front light are XTR as well as the belly pan. 
Seat unit is an XTR Laverda SFC with XTR 
upholstery while the Laverda tank is modified 
by Pepo and fitted with endurance caps. 

Attach PBR clip-ons, Domino quick action 


throttle and controls plus Ergal CNC machined 
footrests and Monty is really taking shape. 

Now that Laverda 500cc twin engine, Pepo 
ported the heads and fitted high compression 
pistons and Laverda Formula 500 camshafts. 
Induction is improved by boring out the 
DeU’Orto carburettors from 32 to 34 and 


fitting DNA air filters and then a larger than 
standard oil pump. Finally installing twin big 
bore upswept exhaust systems with Super 
Mario megaphones. 

'Monty’ sounds every bit as good as it looks 
and is the latest in the growing line-up of 
classic sports XTR PEPO motorcycles. 





Keep the feeiing ath/e with 
Yuasa Pawsrsparts 
batteries 
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Your bike’s pumping, your heart’s racing - the last thing you 


want IS your battery to let you down! 


Yuasa Powersports Batteries are precision engineered to 
provide enhanced performance and superior reliability. 

Keep the feeling alive with the battery brand trusted by the 
world’s leading bike manufacturers. 

For more information tel 132 287 or visit rww.yuasa.com.au 
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Here's a classic styled jacket, the 
Men's Rider Jacket, and being made 
by Draggin Jeans, you know the 
quality is second to none. Just 
like the protection! Both the 
sleeves and upper back 
are Kevlar lined for extra 
safety and there's also 
the added benefit of a 
pocket in the back for 
inserting armour. For 
added comfort and 
convenience, there 
are velcro tabs for 
the waist and cuff 
adjustment and two 
inside pockets. For 
more information 
on the Men's Rider 
Jacket, or any more 
of their great gear, 
check out the website at 
www.dragginjeans.net 



WIimRWJUtM 

A good set of gloves is always important, especially when it 
comes to fit. That's where Ixon's Sensitive Touch Pro North 
winter glove is worth trying. Featuring leather outer with 
reinforced palms, double wrapped little finger, visor wipe, 
zip and Velcro closure, PU Knuckle and palm protection all 
made even more enticing with 350g or insulation. There's 
no way you'll have cold hands through winter any more, 
and not only are they warm and comfortable, they aren't 
too thick and still offer great feel on the bars. For more 
information on the Ixon Pro North gloves check out 
your nearest reputable motorcycle store or get on line 
at www.ficeda.com.au to find your nearest stockist. 




VUUIYGEm 

Want peace of mind the next time you pack your gear to 
go away on a trip? Well, maybe you should be looking at 
the AA BAG from Andy Strapz. The design is exactly the 
same as the A Bag only half the size. It straps to the bike 
with its own straps, is stiffened to prevent sagging, and 
angled away from the weather. It also features a storm 
flap over the top with cargo net beneath for wet weather 
gear. The idea of the large top storm flap with a 'cargo 
net' underneath is to have instant access to articles such 
as wet weather gear or to be able to quickly store a Jacket 
or Jumper. The 18 litre main compartment is accessed 
via a heavy duty, double slider half-moon shaped zip and 
the bag can be used on the seat or rack. The AA Bagz 
are attached to the bike with straps that tuck away into 
their own pockets and fasten via low slip double D rings. 
A convenient, reinforced carry handle is also sewn to the 
front of the bag. And probably one of the best features is 
that all compartments can be accessed without removing 
the bag from the bike. To find out more, they're 
available now at all good motorcycle shops, or can be 
found at www.andystrapz.com.au 
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AGV helmets are amongst the best fitting and manufactured 
helmets in the world and their latest RP60 represents AGV's 
dedicated vintage style range. 

Reflecting their tradition 
for unmistakable style that 
its riders have taken on the 
racetrack in the past, AGV 
updates the characteristics 
to create a product which 
is sure to interest those in 
search of a helmet with the 
pure spirit of motorcycling. 

The design of the RP60 
is absolutely faithful to 
those in the '50s and '60s, 
characterised by a clean, 
rounded shell, on which 
there are three press studs 
in the front area and a ring 
to hold the goggles on the 
back. Edges and coverage 
of polystyrene in faux 
leather accentuate the 
vintage effect and further 
enhance the product. 

AGV helmets are 
available from all good 
motorcycle shops and 
accessory outlets and are proudly 
distributed by Cassons Pty Ltd. 



SMART 

START 

CHARGER 

The 5J5 Smart Start 


Charger 12V Personal Power Pack and Jump Starter is a 
multipurpose battery charger and jump start pack, and it 
packs a huge punch for such a small unit. Available in three 
models, 400, 500 and 600amp, each charger is suitable for 
most digital devices including i-Phone 5, iPad, Samsung, 
Nokia, LG, GoPro etc. And the compact and ultra-light 
design Just adds to the convenience of this little charger 
which comes with an included 12-month warranty. Each 
kit also comes complete with a LiPo battery power pack, 
insulated Jumper leads, a wall charger, car charger and USB 
and 8 USB interface adaptors. Never get stranded again 
with this handy little piece of equipment in your luggage. 

For more information, check out your local 
motorcycle store, or get on line at www.kenma.com.au 
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A new range of motorcycle apparel has arrived in Australia 
with the recent release of French label Segura motorcycle 
gear. Bringing with them a deluxe range of Jackets, pants, 
boots and accessories, these products are made for the 
fashion conscious motorcyclist who holds safety, versatility 
and style at the forefront. 

Since their inception in 1967, Segura has been a brand 
synonymous with sophistication and practicality and is 
highly regarded as the pioneering force behind motorcycle 
apparel with vintage elegance. Segura's rich motorcycle 
history and passion for design trends and style is the 
catalyst for their diverse range of vintage and racing 
options, creating products that not only look stylish but are 
also CE safety approved. 

Segura combines dexterity, technical prowess and 
inimitable style to offer a range of clothing for every 
occasion imaginable. Whether you're Jumping on the bike 
for a quick ride around the city, or heading out on the town 
with friends, Segura's Jackets are designed to be worn 
wherever and whenever. This unique diversity allows peace 
of mind, knowing you won't need to change out of your 
riding gear no matter what you're doing. 

For more information on the range of Segura 
products and accessories check out your local 
motorcycle store or head to www.ficeda.com.au 
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X-CRSN SPO!l£R 

X-Creen is an ingenious product by MRA that makes 
your bike more versatile and comfortable in a wider 
range of conditions. The X-Creen is an adjustable spoiler 
that can either be screwed or clamped onto the existing 
screen of your pride and Joy, allowing you to enjoy more 
comfort when it counts - commuting or on long trips, 
when touring and in poor weather. 

The X-Creen comes in two variations - Sport and Touring. 

The Sport is for sportsbikes and sport touring bikes 
and acts as a screen extension of 260 x 90mm - ideal 
for freeway stints or daily riders that still hit the local 
twisties on weekends or do the odd track day, when 
the X-Creen Sport can easily be removed! The X-Creen 
comes in tint or clear. 

For touring bikes, adventure bikes, cruisers or large 
scooters the X-Creen Touring will allow you to direct air 
over your helmet, or cool air onto your face, or almost 
any option you choose and is larger at 360 x 163mm. 
Both the Sport and Touring X-Creen share the same 
Double Pivot mounting arms for adjusting the angle, 
height and distance from the screen and both can be 
screwed onto the existing screen or be mounted via a 
universal clamp on mount kit. 

Ask your local motorcycle shop for more information 
or visit ProAccessories.com.au [07] 3277 0693. 



KXTBBIBtmWN 

Taking care of your children is one of the most important 
things a parent can do in their lives, which is why if they 
like riding motorcycles like us, a good pair of boots is 
something you definitely need on their list of riding gear. 
That's where the new 5G-J Gaerne motorcycle boot for kids 
is a great option, especially if you want the satisfaction 
of knowing they're fully protected. Made with top grain 
leather for the main construction and a soft micro-fibre on 
the front to give a comfortable fit, it's one of the best value 
for money boots available for children. Topped off with a 
new front plate, 4 new buckles and a heavy duty leather 
heat shield these boots are more than up to the task and 
available now at all good motorcycle stores. 

Proudly distributed by Cassons Australia PTY Ltd. 




SHARKS900C 

Looking for an aggressive helmet to make a statement 
the next time you go for a ride? Maybe it's the new Shark 
5900C you need, which features the new inflatable 
cheek pads for a perfect fit, 2.2mm visor and optimised 
ventilation system to stop any fogging or reduced visibility. 
It also features a chin guard and comes in more sizes for 
an even better fit. And being a Shark helmet, you can rest 
assured safety and comfort are always at the top of the list, 
and having owned one for a couple of years now, I can say 
they're quality is right up there. Available in Black/White/ 
Red, Black/Anthracite/Yellow and Black/Orange/White. 

For more information on the S900C helmet, or any 
other Shark helmets in their range, check out your 
nearest motorcycle store, or log on to www.ficeda. 
com.au to find your nearest stockist. 
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m/ENWRE PJWNIERS 

Here's a great pannier system by Touratech specifically designed for 
the BMW R1200 G5 LC / Adventure. The new Zega Pro2 panniers 
feature a recess on the right-hand pannier that allows it to nestle 
snugly against the exhaust and when fitted are positioned closer 
to the bike's centreline, with the overall width being reduced. Made 
from stainless steel, the sturdy pannier racks are scratch and rust 
resistant, and with the new innovative attachment system designed 
for single-handed operation via a single lever with no need to 
pen the lid to remove the pannier, travelling is made much more 
convenient. 

The rugged design, with stainless steel and fibreglass-reinforced 
plastic elements, provides absolute stability and reliability even 
under the toughest conditions with further benefits including an 
improved sealing strip, a carry handle - made from tough webbing 
- as standard, and an optimised ventilation system for easy opening 
under different atmospheric pressures. 

As standard, the Touratech ZEGA Pro2 pannier system includes 
the brackets for accessory holders that let you carry extra 
equipment. With appropriate base plates, you can easily attach 
bottles, fuel canisters or additional bags to the panniers. 

The ZEGA Pro2 special system for the BMW R 1200 G5 LC is 
available based on the 38 and 45-litre panniers, and comes in 
natural aluminium, anodised [AND-5] and black anodised [AND- 
black] finishes. Available now at most motorcycle outlets or can 
be found through Touratech Australia at www.touratech.com.au 



025 





F or a very brief period, I was studio 
manager with a large design 
consultancy in the UK - a 70-strong 
company with excellent model-making 
facilities. To give you an idea of their 
capacity, there was a full-size 40-seater 
aircraft under construction when I arrived, 
with a fully operational interior, right 
down to the correct spring resistance to the 
switches on the flight-deck. But apart from 
one single-seater racing car project, which 
we designed and built in just two weeks, 
the rest of the projects that came in under 
my tenure were more mundane. A radiator 
thermostat springs to mind, as does a baby- 
bouncer, despite years of therapy to erase 
that one from my memory. I lasted three 
months, by which stage I had entirely lost 
the will to live. 

While product designs can be attractive, 
innovative, and occasionally even inspired, 
these inanimate objects rarely evoke much 
in the way of passion - either from the 
designer or the user. By contrast, that’s 
exactly the business motorcycle designers 
are in. All it takes is a few weeks developing 
washing machines (another suicide-inducing 
project from my past), and you realise that 
designing bikes isn’t just about working 
with a subject that interests you. It’s about 
creating emotion. Kinda hard to build 
passion into a washing machine. 


I 


I 


Because the sportier types of 
motorcycles are all about excitement 
and energy, the look needs to convey 
those qualities. Tourers may focus more 
on comfort and function, and cruisers 
on nostalgia or attitude (while scooters 
are the closest thing to product design 
on wheels, with all the nasty oily bits 
hidden away under acres of plastic). 

But most other categories reflect speed 
and dynamics to some degree - even on 
the latest commuters. Potential buyers 
are wooed at motorcycle shows and in 
the dealer showrooms, both of them 
static environments, so the design has to 
scream excitement in order to clinch a 
signature on that sales contract. As the 
saying goes, it has to look like it’s doing 
lOOmph just standing still. 

Which is why I have a problem with 
Honda’s RC213V-S. Well three problems 
actually - there’s also the $184,000 
list price, and the name, which would 
benefit from losing a character or 
two. Yes, W’ stands for the V4 engine 
configuration, and 'S’ is no doubt short 
for 'Street’, but try saying it out loud. 
Anyway, let’s examine the facts. 

First, this is supposed to be the ultimate 
MotoGP-bike for the road - a blisteringly 
fast, high-tech missile built from the finest 
materials with a fanatical money-no- 
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All-carbon version shows 
the uninspired graphics ■ 
aren’t entirely to blame -I 


It takes the flamboyantj 
Repsol graphics to lift i 
the bike! I 


of the bikes capabilities. Future production-ready reality. The graphics 
owners, who must have bank are partly to blame - some CBllOOR 

balances bigger than my Ducati’s nostalgia from the early eighties, with the 

VIN number, would presumably Japanese flag forming a racing roundel 

demand it. on the side. It may be both historic and 

But while I’m sure the bike patriotic, but it does nothing to raise the 

will go and handle like a dream excitement level. Besides, it might not go 

(well, rather better than a down too well in Honolulu. The graphics 

Honda Dream, obviously), are as uninspired as the rest of the 

the design fails to express aesthetics, although a bare carbon version 

anything much in the way of was displayed alongside, and didn’t 

passion. The outwardly identical fare much better. It took the powerful 

prototype was part of Honda’s Repsol graphics of the full-race example 
lackluster 2014 Milan EICMA to generate a bit of pizzazz, and detract 

presentation - even if the from the clumsy, heavy styling, 

company did manage to sneak in Want some examples of really 


object focus. And second, it comes from 
the Big Red, a company that has refined 
the art of styling to faultless perfection - 
even if it can’t quite evoke the same level 
of passion as the Italians. So one would 
naturally expect all that technology and 
sheer oomph to be reflected in drop-dead 
looks which generate an outward promise 


the 2016 Africa Twin, suitably 
camouflaged with a thick spattering 
of mud and entitled ‘True Adventure 
Prototype’, virtually unnoticed. The 
RC213 seemed underwhelming, 
especially for what was presumed to be 
a concept model, although the presence 
of mirrors, turn signals and a rear license 
plate holder should have pointed to the 


electrifying designs? How about the 
KTM 1190R SuperDuke. That has more 
energy in its seat stitching than the 
Honda has in its entire styling, and it 
isn’t even a supersport. The Kawasaki 
Z800 & 1000 are pretty aggressive too, 
even if the latter has taken the charging 
predator stance so far that it gives the 
impression of having been banged on the 







[Kawasaki’s Z800 is a pretty 
expressive piece of design! 
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head with a brick. Comparing apples 
to apples, the Ducati Desmosedici RR 
had a similar brief, but had bags more 
personality, and that’s essentially a 
13-year old design. You could buy two 
Desmosedicis and a Panigale R for the 
price of the Honda. Just saying. 

Looking at the 'regular’ hypersports 
models, the Panigale takes some beating 
in terms of a design guaranteed to get 
the heartbeat racing. MV’s F3 & F4 are 
pretty dramatic too. Even the Aprilia 
RSV4, now a 7-year old design, is a 
far more emotional piece of kit than 
the RC213. As for Honda’s Japanese 
competitors. I’ll let you decide whether 
the Kawasaki Ninja H2 is aggressive or 
just a Manga cartoon that’s exploded. 

It’s certainly dramatic - that can’t be 
denied. The Yamaha R6 is both different 
and dynamic, although the previous 
generation R1 beat the rather cluttered 
2015 model in get-out-of-my-way looks. 
Even Honda’s own CBR600RR has more 
spark to its styling than the RC213. 


Okay, I know the Honda is supposed 
to be a real MotoGP bike for the road, 
and as such, the bodywork was developed 
for aerodynamic efficiency rather than 
aesthetic appeal. But even track bikes - 
no, especially track bikes - tend to look 
the part. They are the purest examples 
of the 'form follows function’ logic, 
where if it doesn’t help you go quicker 
(acceleration), faster (top speed), or 
glue you to the road, it has no place to 
be there. Every non-essential ounce is 
remorselessly shaved off in the interest 
of improving the power to weight ratio. 
And whether we’re talking race bikes 
or bobbers, we all know that less often 
means more from the aesthetic side too. 

When I go out to a restaurant, whether 
it’s a burger or fine dining, the bottom 


line on my evaluation is whether I felt I 
could have cooked it better myself. As a 
motorcycle design pro, the same criteria 
tend to apply. I would never have come 
up with the design for the Kawasaki H2, 
but it’s refreshing, and I feel enlightened 
- even if it won’t make me change my 
own recipes. The RC213V-S (see - it 
was so much better when I abbreviated 
it) doesn’t do any of that. Nor does it 
make me weak at the knees just looking 
at it, which any modern hypersport bike 
should do. One that costs $184,000 
should bring me to tears. 

That said, if there are any test rides 
coming up, Honda, you can count me in. . . ■ 
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If it’s attitude you’re looking for, reach up and grab the handlebars 
of the Victory High-Baii®. This barebones bobber packs a one-two punch of cranked up performance 
and stripped down style that can’t be mistaken for any other bike. With whitewall tyres 
and a shorty front fender, the Victory High-Ball exudes confidence you won’t soon forget. 


VictorylVlotorcycles.com.au | P: 1300 721 360 | 


*Overseas Model Shown with optional accessories fitted. ^Facebook® is a registered trademark of Facebook, Inc. 
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S trap on the bomber jacket, scarf 

and goggles as Yamaha take 

us back to the days of the cafe 
racer, with a modern touch of course 
Keeping in theme with the recent retro 
bikes we’ve recently tested, Yamaha 
C-Spec Bolt, more affectionately 
known as the Cafe Bolt, was one that 
definitely needed to be on the list. O 
the back of an already hugely popular 
hit for the Star range, the new stylish 
bobber addition is sure to have cafe 
racer fans salivating. 


Ai 


_ You'll be turning 
heads when you roll 
up to the cafe on 
this little pearler... 

Feature by Miles Rangeley 






Feature by Miles Rangeley 
Photos by Eric Tang 
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Instantly the positioning of 
those clip-on bars take you 
back to yesteryear, along with 
the double-cradle frame and 
traditional fork boots. The new 
seat and cowl seems a httle 
more comfortable while the 
(\ ride is made a little smoother 

il (1 with 9mm longer fork legs and 
extended shocks -about 6mm. 
W h Ground clearance is bnlliant 


urounu — 

too, which would have a lot 
to do with the increased lean angle from 
33 -degrees to 37. The footpegs have also 
been raised by 1 . 25 -inches, and even 
though they’ve been moved rearward 
5 9-inches, they probably would have 

b„ibett„»o«n.ecl either. Uttte farther 

forward or alternatively even fu^er 
rearward as they seem to be right in the 
way of your legs when moving the bike 

around at low speeds. 

Power provided from the fuel-injec , 
air-cooled 950cc v-twin engine is ample 
enough, (38kW [52hp] and 79Nm [58 5ft 
lb] of torque), especially with a r^pectable 

weight of only 244kg. The pipback 

‘R-Spec’ shocks are also fitted as sta^ard, 
allowing for a much smoother nde. 
front end felt sturdy yet agile enough to 
whip it through the comers, and the more 

aggressive riding position thante to the 

r^ositioning of the footpegs felt racy yet 
corfortable enough to inspire a little more 
confidence, and with its modem touches of 
fuel injection and timing maps, 
handling and reliability was inevitable, ^d 
compared to a cafe racer built five decades 

ago Yamaha have somehow still managed 

to oipture the design which was the very 
essence of what made them so popular. 


Another great feature of the cafe racer 
style of motorcycle is the opportuni y 
of customisation, with many owners 
looking to make unique modifications 
to personalise their bikes. And the new 
Cafe Bolt provides the perfect platform 
for just that. Available in two coloms. 

Envy Green and in Liquid Silver tha 
YOU see on our test bike, there’s a host 
of accessories available which can even 
be fitted by your local dealer on reques , | 

before you’ve even taken delivery o 
your new bike. That comprehensive list 
of accessories include a lower chin famng, 
aluminium side covers, a inircro cowl 
exposed drive pulley, a fork brace and 
braided steel lines. Although probably 
the most significant addition would be 
the performance shocks which feature 
20% more travel and adjustable pre oa 
and rebound damping. You could also 
consider stepping up to the R-Spec 
(Cafe Bolt Racer) which features new 
switchgear, different levers, repositioned 

indicators which are mounted on 

the lower triple clamp, an upgraded 
piggyback rear shock, traditional fork 
boots, removable passenger seat cowl, 
sporty cafe paint and graphics along with 
sports tyres and suspension. The chp-on 
handlebars and footpegs have also been 
relocated higher and further back for a 
more aggressive ride and the seat height 

r„p.ffa8gert.g75™from690™«to 

765mm. There are also a few accessone 
available for the racer version ^eluding 
an Akroprovic exhaust, a sports air filter, 
billet covers and Rizoma styhng parts. 

So as you can see, making your ^ ^ 
Bolt your own only takes a selection o 
accessories and a little imagination. 



S^ofS^ism- 
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bike test 

YAMAHA CAFE BOLT 


On the week we had the new Cafe Bolt 
on test, it performed brilliantly, whether 
it was to and from work or on a longer 
ride up towards Port Macquane which 

unfortunately saw me riding teough 

constant rain the entire trip. Di(hi t wo^ 
the Bolt though, carving ^ough whatever 
riding conditions it was faced with, although 
a little screen would have been handy, 
especially leaning into the rain all day. 

Although probably the best dra^card 
the new Yamaha Cafe Bolt would have to 
be the price! At only around $12k you can 
find yourself on one, maybe even a httle 
cheaper if you’re good at negotiating, an 
the R-Spec is only a few hundred more. I 
know which one I’d be looking at. . . ■ 




YAMAHA STAR 
B0LTXV950 


PRICE: 

$11,999 (base), $12,499 
(R) $12,699 (C-Spec) 

WARRANTY: 

5 years 

SERVICE INTERVALS: 

10 , 000 km 

ENGINE: 

942CC, air-cooled, SOHC, 

4-valve V-twin 

Bore X stroke; 85.0 x 83.0 

COMPRESSION: 

9:1 

TRANSMISSION: 

5 -speed, multiplate wet 
clutch, belt drive 
SUSPENSION: 

Telescopic fork, adjustable 


dual shocks 

BRAKES: 

298mm discs 

TYRES: 

100/90-19; 150/80-16 
Length: 2291mm 
Width: 944mm 
Height: 1120mm 
Seat: 690mm 
Wheelbase: 1569mm 
Clearance: 129mm 
FUEL: 

12 litres 
WET WEIGHT: 

244kg 

fuel ECONOMY: 

5L/100km 
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ATTENTION ALL BIKERS 

WISHING TO RIDE THE SPECTACULAR ROADS OF AMERICA 
AND AUEND SOME OF THE MOST EXCITING MOTORCYCLE RALLIES. 


we are now taking expressions of interest for Sturgis 
2016.... yes 2016foiiowing on from the ‘ seii out ‘ of our 2015 ride, we have aiready received enquiries for 

201 6 so if you missed out on a piace in 201 5, then enquire and book now for the 201 6 ride. Our ride 

commences in Sin City Las Vegas before taking a spectacuiar 6 day ride towards Sturgis. Aiong the way we 
take in some of Americas most incredibie scenery, The Grand Canyon, Monument Vaiiey, Foiiow the Coiorado 
River through amazing gorges and canyons, cross the Rockies at 1 3,000 feet, and take in the sights from 
the top of the worid. in Sturgis attend 5 crazy days of ceiebration of the biker iifestyie, ride the roads of the 
Biack Hiiis. . . .just made for bikes, visit Mt Rushmore. . . .and afterwards ride to Sait Lake to spend a day on 
the Sait Fiats made famous by the worids fastest indian at Bonneviiie Speed Week it is truiy amazing. 





DAYTONA BIKE WEEK 2016 


aiready we are seeing a iot of interest for the Daytona 201 6 ride and we 
have opened our bookings for this ride eariy. The Raiiy is heid in March and 

we are usuaiiy soid out by November of the previous year so book now to 

attend one of Americas most iconic motor cycie raiiies. On this ride you visit 
Nashviiie, Jack Danieis Distiiiery, Memphis home of the Biues, New Orieans, 
and ride aiong the spectacuiar Guif Coast to Fiorida and on to Daytona. 
Daytona Js^ known as the City of Speed, and we visit the most famous and 

Target of aii Speedways The Daytona Speedway for a spectacuiar night 

caii or emaii now for further information. 


ISLE OF MAN TT 


....Every biker knows about the thriiis and excitement of 
this incredibie and historic event, in 2016 we wiii have very 
iimited pieces for approx 20 customers to travei to this 

event which words cannot describe so caii now and 

reserve your piace to avoid missing out. . ^ 

JSLis. 



. . . .What we can we say about this 
iconic ride across Americas Main 
Street, the Mother Road. . . .why not 
join one of our many departures 
throughout 2015/2016 




....Elite Special 

Event Tours is the expert in riding American Roads, so if you and a few mates 
want to just get away and ride together and not as a group, then we can assist. 
We can book your bike pick up and drop off, arrange accommodation along the 
way if wanted, supply of daily run sheets and suggested routes so that you don’t 
miss the best roads and sights, we can do all the planning for your route We 
handle all the insurances on the bike and also your own travel insurance. . ..we 

can even book your air flights so if you and a few mates want to or if you 

just want to get away on your own we can help. . ..just call for more information 





Thanks to 

stepP'"^^ 

now pos® 


, Bangel®y 

Nilsson - 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 

THROTTLE ROLL 




I t may have only been the third 

‘Throttle Roll’ held at the Vic Hotel, 
but the amount of people in attendance 
made it seem like it was an event that ^ 
has been in existence for years. T 
Hotel is located on the corner o 
main roads in Enmore, an inner city 
suburb of Sydney, and would ^ 

be the last place you ^vo^ld expect 
see a motorcycle show. And it isn t you 
average run of the mill bike show either, 
with the event taking place over three 
days, paying homage to the Australian 

motorcycle culture. 

The show is actually organised by 


the Sydney Cafe Racer club, which is 
one of the reasons the show has tha 
nostalgic 1970’s feel, and the array o 
motorcycles was inspiring, especially 
if you happened to be there ookmg 
for new ideas. Of course parking is at 
a premium with motorcycles filling 
the surrounding streets, and once you 
made your way through the crowd and 
entered via the beer garden, you were 
instantly faced with scaffolding three 
stories high with custom bikes the length 
and break of the yard, custom sprayed 
fuel tanks mounted on the wall, event 
iers from old shows hanging wherever 


you looked and like-minded enthusiasts 
all enjoying a drink and some tasty 
food, creating a great atmosphere. 

It is definitely an event truly 
aimed at the backyard customiser, 
and a fitting tribute to the custom 

motorcycle. And with every bike 

imaginable on show, either in the be 
garden or on the streets outside, it 
ks like walking through a museum^ 
Addison Road was a mass of bikes for 
hundreds of metres each way, including 
a constant procession of motorcycle 
passing all afternoon. It was a great 
ipportunity to wander among 
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^rr There were even UJ » 

f Tn’ jilmy & the Swinging Kitten, 

w\\ , Rhino & Wolfman Dan 
Rockabilly Rhino k corner 

rr«.e 
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screened in the beer garden. 

^Tottle Roll was the bvamchiW °f 

Mark Hawwa ^Ren Mark 

The club actually f ° ^Rict 

f dto a iidHud before long grew into 

ItXs not even he could envision. 
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and Gasoline Custom Motorcycles. 










There are now chapters around Australia 
who own some amazing Cafe Racers, 
bobbers and old school builds, all coming 
together on regular occasions for various 
events, with the Throttle Roll being the 
most popular. In such a short time, the 
show has grown into one of the most 
anticipated weekends on the calendar for 
motorcycle enthusiasts all over Australia. 
Mark and the Sydney Cafe Racers would 
be the first to say an event like this 
would not be possible without the help 
of sponsors and their contribution and 
support to the motorcycling industry. 
Companies like MCA (Motorcycles 
Accessory Supermarket), The Shed, 
Redstar Garage, Rising Sun Workshop, 
RB Racing, Dime City Cycles, Addiction 
Custom Motorcycles, Shed Built 
Motorcycles, Machine, Iron Ride, DN A, 
Custom Renegade Motorcycles, Mischief 
Makers, Deus, Smith Concepts, Rocker 
Classic Motorcycles, Shed X, Trojan 
Classic Motorcycles, Harley-Davidson 
Motnriclo. Saltv Speed Co, 










You can see more ot inrome 

www.throttleroll.coin or facebo 
theprojectsenmore. 

The next event will be held tl 
weekend of May in 2016, the p 
way to celebrate Mother’s Day 
likes motorcycles of course. ■ 
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Moto Guzzi Audace 



T he Audace is our interpretation 
of the dark side of Moto 
Guzzi, created to capture the 
imagination of new buyers,” says 
Miguel Galluzzi, the head of Piaggio’s 
Advanced Design Center in Pasadena, 
California, where the bike was 
conceived. The ‘dark side’ is hardly 
an original theme, having been used 
by Yamaha in an attempt to give its 
naked MT models a bit of edge 
and attitude. But in the case of the 
Audace - Italian for Bold - it’s taken 
a little more literally. 

That’s especially true of the black 
colour option (the alternative is 
matt red), whose paintwork finish is 
backed up by a muscular profile and 
black detailing on parts including the 
headlight, handlebar, fork lowers, 
exhaust system and most of the 
engine. In either finish the Audace 
has a dressed-down, streetwise look 
slightly reminiscent of Guzzi’s 744cc 
V7 II Stone. 

Guzzi’s publicity material describes 
the Audace as “ostentatious, 
muscular and fierce”, and a “brazen 
interpreter of the Moto Guzzi spirit”. 
In reality it’s a relatively simple 
aircooled V-twin that shares most of 
its components with the two-year- 
old California models, especially 
the naked California Custom. The 
Audace gets its aggressive look from 


parts including wide drag bars, small 
headlight and carbon-fibre front 
mudguard. It also differs from the 
Custom with its bare front forks 
(instead of shrouded legs), shorter 
pipes, two-part seat and a pair of 
simple footrests instead of boards. 

Its engine is the same aircooled 
1380cc, two-valves-per-cylinder 
V-twin unit that powers the 
Californias and Eldorado, and which 
Guzzi describes proudly as the biggest 
ever European V-twin. The new 
exhaust incorporates a revamped 
catalytic converter that helps the 
Audace become the first of Guzzi’s 
big streetbikes to pass Euro 4 
emissions, without affecting the torque 
curve or claimed maximum of 96bhp 
at 6500rpm. 

Chassis layout is closely based on 
that of the California Custom, and 
uses same vibration-damping engine 
mount system for the tubular steel 
frame, plus a combination of 18-inch 
front and 16-inch rear wheels, the 
latter with a fat, 200-section tyre. 
Despite the front end’s slimmed- 
down look the suspension is also very 
similar, with 120mm of travel at each 
end, and a pair of remote-reservoir 
rear shocks that are adjustable for 
preload and rebound damping. 

Given that it shares so many parts 
with Guzzi’s other 1400cc V-twins, I 





vS Sm m me, *0™?;'*“ 

(/II'S TACHO NEEDLE TOWARDS THE LIMITER 
AT ABOUT 7000RPM.m 


SIS 


was quite surprised by how different 
the Audace felt after I’d thrown a leg 
over its two-part seat, which at 740mm 
is just as low as those of the others. 

The black drag bar is very wide, and 
was a fair stretch away, though my 
long arms meant this wasn’t an issue 
for me, as it was for a couple of smaller 
riders. The more leant-forward riding 
position meant that the footrests 
seemed a bit too far forwards, although 
they’re slightly more rearset than the 
other models’ boards. 

That more aggressive riding position 
made the Audace’s engine performance 
seem slightly more lively, although 
Guzzi insists its output is identical 
apart from minor mapping changes 


to suit the new pipes. On this self- 
proclaimed bold bike I wasn’t in the 
mood to bother much with the softer 
Turismo riding mode, so mostly stayed 
in Veloce (‘Fast’) with its slightly more 
immediate throttle response from the 
ride-by-wire system. 

This biggest of Guzzi motors is tuned 
for grunt at low and medium revs, 
and delivers just that, kicking out 
its 120N.m torque maximum at just 
SOOOrpm. In the lower gears it pulled 
happily from 1500rpm, juddering 
slightly at very low revs but then 
magically smoothing as the engine- 
mount system did its job. The shaft- 
drive transmission’s slightly clonky 
six-speed box has a simple gearlever 
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Moto Guzzi Audace 


rather than the California models’ 
heel-and-toe lever, but shifted cleanly 
enough provided it wasn’t rushed. 

The Audace stayed very smooth 
at higher revs, too, so there was 
no problem getting the big, round- 
faced dial’s tacho needle towards 
the limiter at about 7000rpm. On 
a few short straights the big bike 
pulled hard towards the ton mark, 
heading for a likely top speed of 
about 200km/h. With minimal wind 
protection and a restrained but 
pleasant bark from the slash-cut 
silencers there was enough going on 
that it felt quite exciting. 

Despite its name and bad-boy 
image the Audace was about as 
aggressive as a well fed black 
Labrador, and worked best when 
cruising at a fairly leisurely pace. It 
comes with cruise control as standard 
fitment, though the twisty launch 
route didn’t give much opportunity 
to make use of it. The electronics also 



showandgo.com.au 



PERFORMANCE CARBURETTORS, 
CONRODS. EXHAUSTS. 


tIMt Honda, Kawasaki, Yamaha, Suzuki, Oucati, 
Moto Guzzi, Triumph, Harley Davidson & BMW 
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MOfORCTCLE A AUTOMOTIVE 


Australian Distributor of Keihin & Carrillo 


SECOND HAND 
PARTS 


HIRE & RENTAL 


SHOW AND GO HAVE A VAST SELECTION OF 
MOTORCYCLE SPARES INCLUDING ENGINE 
SPARE PARTS. 

We also sell complete running engines. SO WHY BUY 

NEW IF GOOD SECOND-HAND SPARES ARE AVAILABLE! 

Motorcycle engines are also broken down for ports. 


BOATS 

What better way to spend some of 
your free time than fishing? 

We hove three boot sizes for hire. 
Great day out with the family or 
your motes. Boot license required. 


stunning views. 

Explore the Borosso Valley to the 
north, then Victor Harbor to the 
south. The Flinders Ranges ore 
spectacular oil year round. What 
better way to see Adelaide and 
South Australia? 


With over 30 years of wrecking motorcycles, we 
are bound to hove that hard to find second-hand 
motorcycle spare part. 

When it comes to motorcycle wrecking. Show and Go 
are the experts. Our experienced staff ore up to date 
with oil areas of wrecking motorcycles and associated 
second-hand spore parts. 

With damaged motorcycles being bought for 
wrecking on o weekly basis, our stock levels ore always 
high — great for our customers, who need quality 
second-hand spore parts. 

Show and Go dismantle and port out early to current 
model rood and troll motorcycles, scooters and quad 
bikes; Japanese, European, Korean and British (late 
model) motorcycles are always being dismantled. 

Can’t find what you ore looking for? Send us on email 
with o description and we will look for you! 


GOLF CAR 

Need o golf cor to hire? 

Maybe o large corporate golf 
day? 

We hove 2 and 4 seoter golf cars 
available for short or long term 
hire. Specialising in supplying Golf 
Cars to major functions around 
Australia. 

MOTORCYCLES 

Show and Go hove o great 
selection of motorcycles for rent 
or hire. 

Sports, touring, cruiser and rood 
trail motorcycles. 

The Adelaide hills offer some of 
the best winding roods in Australia. 
Magnificent coastal roods with 


SCOOTER 



Great way to spend o weekend, 
buzzing around town on o zippy 
50cc scooter. So much fun and so 


SHOW & GO MOTORCYCLES 

236 Brighton Road Somerton Park S.A 5044 — Ph: (08) 8376 0333 Fax: (08) 8376 1334 
showandgo@showandgo.COm.au — C.O.D. Australia Wide & NZ All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
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MOW GUZZI 
AUDACE 



includes adjustable traction control that 
changes with engine mode, which might 
be handy in the wet although on a dry 
road you’d have to be brutal with the 
throttle to get the rear Dunlop D251 
near its limit. 

Chassis performance was respectably 
good, even so. At 299kg without fuel 
the Audace is no lightweight, and its 
laid-back geometry and long wheelbase 
also contributed to a very solid feel 
and a reluctance to change direction. 

But a firm nudge of the inside bar 
got it steering quickly enough. In 
typical Guzzi style its suspension was 
sufficiently well damped to give plenty 
of confidence, and to make me wish the 
ground clearance was generous instead 
of merely adequate by cruiser standards. 

Guzzi V-twins have almost always had 
good brakes, too, and that’s true of this 
one. Its 320mm front discs and Brembo 
radial four-piston calipers bit hard, 
helped by a smaller rear disc and efficient 
ABS though, as with the other California 
family models, not by a version of 
Guzzi’s traditional linked system. 
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ENGINE TYPE 

Aircooled 90-degree transverse V-twin 

VALVE ARRANGEMENT 

High cam, four valves per cylinder 

DISPLACEMENT 

1380CC 

BORE X STROKE 

104 X 81.2mm 

COM=>RESSION RATIO 

10.5:1 

FUELLING 

wire 

MAXIMUM POWER 

96bhp @ 6500rpm 

MAXIMUM TORQUE 

121N.m @ 3000rpm 

CLUTCH 

Dry single-disc 

TRANSMISSIC 

6-speed, shaft final drive 

FRONT SUSPENSIC 

46mm telescopic, 120mm travel 

REAR SUSPENSIC 

Twin shocks, 120mm travel, adjustments 
for preload and rebound damping 

FRONT BRAKE 

Two four-piston Brembo radial calipers, 
320mm discs with ABS 

REAR BRAKE 

Twin-piston Brembo caliper, 282mm disc 
with ABS 

FRONT WHEEL 

3.50 X 18in; cast aluminium 

REAR WHEEL 

6.00 X 16in; cast aluminium 


Other aspects seemed respectably 
rider-friendly. The 20.5-litre tank, 
shared with the other models, should 
give 250km range although hard 
riding can bring consumption down to 
81/lOOkm. Seat comfort seemed pretty 
good, though less so for a pillion, whose 
removable pad doesn’t include anything 
to hold. The accessories list includes 
a 20mm lower seat as well as carbon- 
fibre and black-anodised aluminium 
parts designed to enhance the bike’s 
moody image. 

Even as standard the Audace gives 
Guzzi’s big V-twin a more aggressive 
look, though the reality is that it’s a big 
softy that is happiest rumbling along 
at a fairly gentle pace. Unfortunately 
it doesn’t follow the V7 II Stone by 
matching its matt finish with an entry- 
level price, because in most markets 
it’s slightly more expensive than the 
California Custom. Dynamically it 
offers little that the Cali can’t match, 
but for some riders its hint of the dark 
side might just be enough to capture 
the imagination. ■ 



FRONT TYRE 

130/70 X 18in Dunlop D251 

REAR TYRE 

200/60 X 16in Dunlop D251 

RAKE/TRAIi 

38 degrees/145nnnn 

/HEELBASE 

1695mm 

SEAT HEIGHT 

740mm (720mm optional) 

FUEL CAPAriTY 

20.5 litres 

..ERB WEIGHT 

299kg 
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CUSTOM CORNER 

2005 SUZUKI HAYABUSA 


W hen you’ve got an insatiable 
appetite for speed like Duane 
has, it’s no surprise to see a 
turbo fitted to his Suzuki Hayabusa. 

Even better that he also has a little 
experience in fabricating, so the custom 
modifications on his bike are ]ust as 

tantalising as the quoted figures of 

nearly 300 horses at the rear wheel. 

Of course fast vehicles are always 
something Duane has had a passion for, 
namely his modified custom Toyota 

Supra, which is no *®90sec 

quarter mile with a best tune o 9 90sec 
@ 147mph, and that was after letting off 
3/4 track. But he’s also had a long love 
jfair with two wheels as well Previou J 
owning a Yamaha R6 and an MV A^sta 
F4. Although for some ’‘eason, he always 
liked the unique appearance of the eve 
popular Suzuki Hayabusa, which is w y 
when he stumbled over this 2005 model 
a few years back, he just had to have 

it Even more enticing that it only had 

18,000km on the clock and was bone 
stock and in mint condition, even down to 

tlTe “cheesy warning labels” Duane says 

with a smile. 

It wasn’t long before he was inakmg 

changes, starting off with a Brocks 

lowering kit featuring f l^stoble 
lowering links. Then after about four 

months the Garret T04E turbo came. 

Most people told him he was «azy ’ 
especially considering it’s already such 
a fast bike stock. Remember the history 
of the Hayabusa and the gentleman s 
agreement? At the time of production, 
the leading Japanese and European 
SnSactu^ ,S«ed tha. no BO.orq,de 



would be produced to 
hr Well Duane wasn’t present at ttia 
meeting that’s for sure! And with an 
already mentioned appetite speed, 

a turbo sounded like the J J 

Besides, he couldn’t own a Jiat was 
faster than his motorcycle could he . 

After ordering a suitable kit he decided 
to add a few unique touches 
Of course things were made a httle eas^ 
considering he had \ who atowed 
him to use his workshop after hours 
What followed were a few late mg 


■ ON 

■ fT'C NOT A BIKE THAT ^ ^ 

w rncBsJmr muK m ^ 

Mcm. BUT ON CLOSER^ 

in^ptction you can t 
and craftsmanship 

INVESTED INTO THE 
METICOLOOS DESIGN ... 
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resulting in custom braided Imes, fue 
pressure gauge, a change m the boost 
gauge location along with lots of extra 
OTStom fabrication work including that 
wild exhaust. 

Now usually Duane would have done 
most of the work himself, although after 
unfortunately being involved m a major 
motorcycle accident only a year before, 
where he was rear-ended while mmdmg 
his own business, he had to rely on 
skills of his close friend Mike Katsumata 
at Embody Restorations who turned 
up a very nice set of modified pipes as 
well as most of the other fabncatwn 
work. According to Duane, the biggest 
challenge with the pipes was making 
everything fit right. With requests of dual 
exhaust and external pipes for the gate, 
to pardon the pun, Mike had his jiut 
out for him. It’s a custom design with a 


v-band along with a wideband too, and to 
most people’s surprise, he’s still running 

Sock cans, .nd believe i. » no., only 

lost 2hp and gained 4 ft/lbs of torque 
after testing it on the dyno. Surprising 
considering everyone was adamant that 
he’d lose a lot of power by retaining th 
use of the stock exhausts after fitting 
the turbo. And by designing it this way, 
Duane was hoping to achieve the best 
of both worlds, in that it would be quiet 
while he was just cruising, yet when he 
hit the boost it would quickly sound 
like a nasty bike that meant h™^^ 

And talking about boost, he started of 
running it at 7psi, and now that he s a 
little more accustomed to the power, 
he’s currently running lOpsi, or llpsi o 

Sr„igh.J«.D«»e.illb=.b.te..o 

tell you that tuning is the key which is 
where Mike Stronach worked his magic 


with the perfect combination of air and 
fuel to keep it running smooth and fas 

’'^^So the”wggest question left now is what 
is the bike like to ride? Living m Canada, 
Duane’s had the opportunity of riding i 
in various conditions from long trips to 
around town or on the track, and insists 
that not only does he have performance 
on tap, it’s more than capable m^ the 
comfort stakes too. And yes, he s had 
a couple of attempts at gomg full tilt, 
although with the wheel coming up m 
third Jid fourth one particular time at the 
track, his better judgement kicked in an 
he made a couple of changes. These day 
Duane has two settings programmed i 
for the street on his Power Commander 
5 both with the same amount of boost, 
but one is a free map. He also has a map 
selector switch on the dash which he can 
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CUSTOM CORNER 

2005 SUZUKI HAYABUSA 



simply change on the run as well as a 
Powerlet plug for accessories on road 
trips. And he finally took it up the 
quarter mile for the first time only a few 
weeks ago running 9.5sec @ 157mp 
on the lower map setting, so he knows 
there’s even a little more speed to 
be found. And bear in mind he s stil 
running the stock wheelbase, so it s not 

so easy to launch. u uo 

On first appearance, it s not a bike 

that necessarily jumps out at you 
with the ‘wow’ factor, but on closer 

inspection, you can’t help but admire 

the effort and craftsmanship mvested 

into the meticulous design. Little 

touches like the custom flake painted 
calipers and front guard, ARP fasteners 
through the clutch cover and bars, or 
the homemade fuel pressure gauge 
situated on the outside of the bike A 
lines are custom braided * 

core stainless brake lines, and for a little 
extra peace of mind, he’s running a 
boost gauge fail-safe model just to know 
everything’s running the way it shou 
be The latest edition to his pride and 
iov is a Quickshifter, which he insists 
all bikes should have, only leaving him 


wondering why he didn’t fit one earhen 
For those that might know him, Duane 
is never satisfied with just sittmg idle, 
which is why it’s no surprise to hear 
he’s already got plans of buymg anoth 
Hayabusa, after he makes a few niore 

minor modifications to the one he s 

already got of course and hopefully runs 

an 8-sLond pass. No surprise his name 
is‘boostnut’onInstagram,whichis 

probably the best place to stay update 
^th his latest creations. For now, with 
the latest modifications he’s got planned 
for his already neck snapping Hayabusa, 
I think it’s probably a good idea it he 
gets himself an astronaut suit first. . . ■ 


MODIFICAnONS 


spacer plate and aftermarket gasket 
Arp studs and nuts 
Adjustable cam gear APE 
Brocks triple clamp 
Brocks adjustable lowering links 
Brocks front end strap kit 

Gaaet T04 E Turbo- good for 450 at 
rear wheel 

Stom SbSted°stainless exhaust with 

cSl'tSn"dhos,n<,«™,» 

pip. dumpWwaa. gate 

Custom Braidod Linos 

Power Commander 5 with map s 

Boost gauge fail safe model 
Brembo 19mm clutch assembly with 
Rizoma res 
Puig screen 

Core stainless brake lines 

custom painted brake calipers with flake 
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LOW. LIGHT AND EASY TO RIDE. THE 650cc BOULEVARD SW, LEAVE THE STREET, ENTER THE BOULEVARD FROM S8.990 RIDE AWAY. 
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bike test 

Victory Gunner 




Lock 

because t 


t’s not very otten you cuu g- - 
parts bin and make a motorcyc e look 
this good, unless of course you ve got 
few models already to draw upon. 

-- - -r Motorcycles 

Gunner, which 


That’s exactly what Victory 
have done with the new C - 
is basically made up of a Vegas 8-Ball 
rolling chassis, handlebars frorn t e 
Hammer and the mid-mounted pegs 
from the Judge. If anything, , 

styling similar to the Judge which we had 
on long-term test last year, and if you 
remember, we enjoyed every °f h, 

so testing the new Gunner was something 
we were definitely lookmg forward to. 

Like all of the Victory motorcycle 

ranee the Gunner is powered by the 

Freedom 106ci V-twin, and our particular 
test model was also fitted with A^len 
Ness pipes which sounded a t^at when 
you opened up the throttle. And like the 
Judge, it’s an aggressive riding 

yet still comfortable enough with the fir 

seat and easy reach to the black beach 
bar.. What yo. wiU notice is its iim.t.tion, 
in ground clearance, which is the lowest 
in the Victory pack with the Hammer an 
Vegas all at 135mm, the Highball, Judge 
and Boardwalk all at 120mm, while the 
Gunner has only 119mm. Not a major 
problem once you get your , 

know exactly how much clearanc y 
got lough the comers and adapUng your 
riding style to suit. 










BIKE TEST 

Victory Gunner 


there as one of the quickest in the Victory 
fleet with the motor tuned to provide an 
abundance of usable torque in the low 

end and with 81.83bhp being produced at 

5 300rpm, rest assured it’s got ® 

y’ou need to stretch it out too. I think h^ 
low power-to-weight ratio really gives t 
ua,. onint. and as mentioned earher, 


By that I mean, once you ve Passeu u. 
pLt of grinding the hero knobs to the ^ 
footpeg brackets and the exhaust, there s 
a good chance you’re going m a httle tig ^ 
The other option would be to moun s 
forward controls which wouldn t be too 
hard and would go a lot further to helpmg 
with ground clearance. 

Having said that, it would be the Gunner 
only downfall, because it seems to exceed 

in every other facet, including just how 

well it Lndles. Helping a little there would 
have to be the high proffle tyres which are 
matched front and rear with size and wdft 
at 16 X 3.5”. What this creates is a bike mat 
doesn’t feel like the front wants to dip m 

Uorlf stnieeline to foUow; it simply 
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[#r inZ VICTORY MOTORCYCU 
THE GUNNER IS POWERED BJ 
™ yOBC/V-WW ANOpUl 


mKEm ofm 
Msnrrnge, 1-— 

mHE FREEDOM 
SOUNDCDA 



BIKE TEST 








VICWRY GUNNER 


The instramentation is basic and 
with the single dial featuring a speedo md 
an LCD screen which includes odomete , 
trip and revs. And the paint which I would 
call gun-metal grey but has the 
name of ‘Suede Titanium’ ^ 

look of the motorcycle, especially with its 
blacked out components and eye catching 
white-lettering on the tyres. And those 
new smart looking black, hare metal-edged 
24-spoke cast aluminum wheels all add to 

“■“SS *e Ou»e, ^ 

a lot more punch and Stance thsm t e o er 

most would be used to, and it’s fair to say 
Victory Motorcycles have come a long w y 
to their relatively short history. All I wmt to 
know is whether I can build something that 
looks this good from the parts lymg around 
my garage. . .highly doubtful! ■ 


dry weight 

294 KG 

displacement 

106 Cl / 1731 CC 

OIL CAPACITY 

5.0 QTS / 4.73 LTR 

engine & DRIVETRAIN 

12 VOLTS / 18 AMP HOURS 

charging system 

48 AMPS MAX OUTPUT 

COMPRESSION RATIO 

9.4 : 1 
COOLING 

AIR / OIL 

DRIVE/ DRIVEN CLUTCH 

WET, MULTI-PLATE 

STAGGERED SLASH-CUT DUAL 
llmfsrmTH CROSSOVERS 

WITH DUAL 45MM 

transmission /FINAL 

CARBON FIBER 

transmission /primary 

DRIVE 

GEAR DRIVE WITH TORQUE 
COMPENSATOR 

transmission type 

6-speed overdrive constant 
MESH 

valve train 

SINGLE OVERHEAD CAMSHAFT 
yyijH 4 VALVES PER CYLINDER, 
SELF-ADJUSTING CAM CHAINS, 

hydraulic lifters 

bore X STROKE (MM) 

101 X 108 MM 

V.TW.N (FREEDOM 
106/ 6 V-TWIN) 

SUSPENSION 

CONVENTIONAL J^hE^^^OPIC FORK, 

43 mm diameter, 5.1 IN / 130 Ml 


travel 

rear suspension 

SINGLE, MONO-TUBE OAS, CAS 

aluminum with rising 
linkage, 3.0 IN / 75 MM TRAVEL, 
PRELOAD AD3USTABLE SPRING 

brakes 

brake system type 

CONVENTIONAL W/ ABS 

front brakes 

SINGLE 300 X 5MM/FLOATING 
ROTOR/4 PISTON CALIPERS 

rear brakes 

single 300 X 5MM/FLOATING 
ROTOR/2 piston CALIPER 

tyres / WHEELS 

DUNLOpVo*! E2-RWL - 130/90 B16 
67H 

FRONT WHEEL 

16 X 3.5 IN 

DUNL0P49^1^E2-RWL - 140/90 B16 
77H 

rear wheel 

16 X 3.5 IN 

dimensions 

fuel capacity (LITRES) 

17.0 LTR 

ground clearance 

4.7 IN / 120 MM 

rake/trail 

32°/6.7 IN (170.0 MM) 

SEAT HEIGHT 
635 MM 
WHEELBASE 

OlriE^LL LENGTH (IN./MM.) 

2372MM 

features 

BLACK 

sSe?eTitanium metallic with 
BLACK 











Victory Gunner 
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Longer term rentals available from all major cities, phone for details. 


, com.au 


ions (as shown) 

$289/pa"' 

,ort Attack 2’s 

$4l9/pa"' 

TKCSO’s 

$4l9/pai'' 

•ail Attack’s 
$4l9/pai'' 

•leB ONt-'**® 


TRK33fP^^'^gM 
\Trekker 33 Hire HaraSagi 

38pj9/oair. ^ 


[TankLoc Kf^m 


Trekker OiHbac^S^U^S 


shipp '^9 
assic silver 
own Lie''® 


' from 

$139 


BMWR12(MGS^ j 
KTM 119d'ld venture 
Triunri^Tiger 800 
Suzu^f-Strom 
Harley-Davidsbn-1^ 
Suzuki DRZ400Ei^itt 


TANK BAGS • CRASH BARS • BASH PLATES 
SIDE-STAND PADS • WINDSCREENS • DRIVING LIGHTS 


Shop online at 


www.aussiebiker.com.au f Or call us now on 07 S4Z4 1050 

...or visit our air-conditioned showroom at Unit 4, 15 Venture Drive, Noosaviiie, Queensiand. 
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With almost forty years of experience, it's no surprise to learn Antique Tyres 
are Australia's largest stockists of classic tyres... 


Feature by Miles Rangeley 

O wning and running a successful 

business for near on four decades 
is no easy feat. To achieve such a 
milestone, you obviously have to know 
your product, supply great service all the 
while evolving logistically as the industry 
progresses. This is something that can 
definitely be said about Antique Tyres 
located in West Heidelberg, an outer 
suburb of Melbourne, who have supplied 
more tyres to custom motorcycles and 
hot-rods than they care to remember. 

It was back in 1977 when Ian 
Cartwright first opened the doors of 
Antique Tyres, although it was only 
a year later in late 1978 when Alan 
and Noeline McKinnon purchased the 
business. Now of course it is run by their 
son Ben McKinnon, lucky enough to 
learn the trade from his father who he 
says is one of the best in the business. 

Today, Antique Tyres stock the 
largest range of Veteran, Vintage 
and Classic tyres for motorcycles 


and Hot Rods in Australia. So to 
say they’ve come a long way since 
the early 1980s would be somewhat 
of an understatement. And meeting 
Ben for the first time on a recent 
trip to Melbourne was a humbling 
experience, in the fact that he was so 
knowledgeable yet modest at the same 
time. His experience in the industry 
stretches back to when he was a young 
boy kicking around the shop watching 
his father build a reputable business. 

Of course back in the early days it 
was obviously more local orientated, 
with a lot of work coming from word 
of mouth and reputation. From this 
they’ve successfully built a company 
which now delivers Australia wide with 
TNT daily, and are soon to kick off a 
new website allowing on-line ordering, 
yet it’s probably what they can provide 
that is the most astonishing. They 
do cater heavily for hot-rods, but 
motorcycle tyres have always been part 
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bike that wn 

the Naliunal Charnptcm^tp 
cant be bcput^ III a stare. 
But the tires can. 









of their business from the very start, 
predominately catering for restored 
vintage bikes. With specialist tyres 
for bobbers, cafe racers or whatever 
other creation you’ve currently got in 
progress. Antique Tyres have got you 
covered with some of the best brands 
including Firestone, Allstate, Coker, 
Shinko, and Heidenau. And it has been 
over the past 10-12 years that they’ve 
put a lot more effort into the motorcycle 
side of the business, especially with such 
a growth in the market. 

Sourcing the tyres can sometimes 
be a challenge, although Ben insists 
by keeping a close eye on the market 
and working closely with all of their 
suppliers, it ensures his ability to stay 
on top of the customer’s requests. 

For instance, while we were there he 
mentioned that he was waiting on a 
phone call from one of his suppliers to 
discuss a completely new tyre and tyre 
size being developed for a new bike 
being built by one of their customers. 
Now where do you get service like that? 

If anything, the niche they filled by 
opening Antique Tyres many years ago 
was one that needed to be filled. No 


doubt many were going to try and 
follow in their footsteps, but it’s clear 
that they have continued to lead the 
market here in Australia, and it’s their 
extensive knowledge of what tyres 
are best suited to certain projects that 
have kept them at the forefront of the 
industry. Their advice can sometimes 
be priceless, and they’re also happy to 
discuss ideas, making sure you get just 
what you need. If anything the main 
difference between what tyres they 
supply and today’s modern tyre is that 
they capture a piece of the past. As 
Ben stated, “The tread designs and 
sizes are that of products that existed 
on older bikes. The Firestone range 
is the go-to tyre for most builders, 
especially with such a good range 
from 16” to 19” with various tread 
designs generally providing something 
to suit.” 

They also stock a large range of 
vintage racing tyres, and if they don’t 
happen to have it on the shelves 
they can easily have it there within a 
couple of days with regular deliveries 
from overseas. This I assure you isn’t 
the case with most tyre shops, and 
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if you’re that way inclined, “We’ve got 
a Firestone 28 X 2 % beaded edge tyre 
that was used on board track racers in 
the early '20s, they’re pretty cool!” 

Ben mentions with a smile. I suppose 
the largest challenge we face is keeping 
up with the demand and diversity. 
Because of the vast range of sizes, 
years and bikes that we can potentially 
supply a tyre for, keeping everything 
on the shelf is always a challenge. But 
we have a great system in place, and 
if needs be we can order a certain tyre 
if we don’t have it in stock, and the 
delivery time is pretty quick.” 

They also do a lot of work on 
premises and can fit all tyres that 
they sell from the early beaded edge 
through to later model rims. And with 






business growing every day at Antique 
Tyres, they’re current staff of seven, 
which includes the hard working crew 
in the office, will doubtless have a 
few new faces amongst the crew soon 
with demand for classic tyres on the 
rise. According to Ben a lot of this 
has to do with the recent trend of new 
builders building bikes instead of cars, 
“The classic bike market has grown 
enormously over the last 10-20 years. 
One of the main reasons for this that 
we can see is that it is much more 
affordable than it used to be, and a lot 
more affordable than building a car 
for example.” 

In the hour we spent wandering 
around, it was quite amazing to 
see just how many different styles 
of tyres and brands they stocked, 
and that was just in the motorcycle 
section. It was a hive of activity 
too, and we were also privileged to 
meet Ben’s father Alan who retired 
a couple of years ago, officially 
handing the reigns of the business 
over to Ben. Obviously that’s where 
he loves to be, because apparently it 
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antique tyres 


isn’t uncommon to see him at the shop 
working away whenever he gets the 
opportunity, while his lovely wife and 
Ben’s mother Noeline is working in the 
office. It’s definitely a family business 
passing through generations, but what 
will never change are their work ethics. 


So the next time you’re building a 
project bike, it’s probably a good idea you 
give Antique Tyres a call, or alternatively 
with such a well proven delivery process, 
it doesn’t matter where you might be 
situated in Australia, give it a couple of 


[’ The office staff are well 
Ltrained and can often a nswe r 
jyour questions up front^pPj^ 




The motorcycle side of 
the business continues 


to grow in size 







Ph:07 3869 3016 Fax: 07 3869 0704 
Order online or call direct 
Website: www.helperformance.conn.au 
Email: helperformance@bigpond.com 


WE HAVE A LINE TO SUIT ANY CORNER 



For all Motorcycles and Car Applications 

Dont put up with a spongy brake lever! Firm it up and reduce 
your stopping distance! 


For all 

Road Riders, Track Riders, 
Cruiser Riders, & Dirt Riders, 


• ALL OUR KITS and CUSTOM LINES are manufactured with a high 
grade Stainless Steel Braided Flose, Stainless Steel Banjo’s and 
Stainless Steel Bolts with Copper Washers. 


• All our lines are manufactured in Australia and comply with 
the Australian Standard ADR 42/04 SAA, SAE, BS, JIS, DIN, ISO, 
ECE, and FMVSS 106 Approvals and are labeled accordingly. 


• Add this simple upgrade to your braking system and feel the ® Covered With A Life Time Warranty 

difference in your stopping power. • From $69.95 per line Delivered 


HEL PERFORMANCE AUSTRALIA 

1 20A HOSKINS STREET, SANDGATE, OLD 401 7, AUSTRALIA 
PO BOX 1078 NATHAN ST, BRIGHTON OLD 4017, AUSTRALIA 


WHAT’S STOPPING YOU! 



Expedition 

Panniers 


Extra Length Sola 
Adventure Boots 


Reactor Thermal 
Sleeping Bag Linei 


AVduro paranierz 

Expedition Pannierz have had a makeover 
for their tenth birthday. 

While the architecture of the Pannierz 
hasn't changed, the way they secure to 
the support frames has. There are four 
added elements to achieve this. Take a 
closer look online. 

tiuafity 

motorcycle travel 
equiPmerit 

f facebook.com/andy.strapz 

Visit our cnrsE Stare 
or 9m us a cm 


Waterproof Adventure 
boots from Forma 


AnifuSinin? , ^ 


If ii wars the Andy Straf>z brand re's made 
to the Nghest sta^rds here in Australia. 


ANDYSTRAP^COM 

(03) 9770 2207 
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VICTOBY OWNER’S RIDE 



Nothing beats a Sunday ride, 

even better when it s with a pacK o 
like-minded enthusiasts^»^^^^^^ 


roature by MiJes flarjffei&y 


■Puu 


to 

iiii 


ideiing I currently had a Victo^ 
ncT on test for the inaBazme. the 
r of joining 

laxlng Sunday cruise out towards 
Email’s Ferry sounded good, 
didn’t actually meet them there but 
ead decided to try and join up with 
n as they made their way «P 
s Rd As luck would have it, I split the 
k when 1 came off the motoway with 
K waiting back at the lights behind 
and another group waiting on the sde 


of the road ahead... couldn’t have tuned 
it any better. And there were a lot mote 
bikes than estpected, with at least 25-30, 
and a great mix too. Indians, inthi^ng 
some new Indian Scouts along with some 
Victories including the latest Magnum XI, 
Titled with pannier speakers and wcanng 
very classy paincjob. Of coume there were 
a couple of other bikes amongst the pack 
induing my mate Tony’s 2009 GT Duchti 

TOOO. which he keeps in 

ihan himself, and 1 even noticed a Suzuki 


, eing an American company, it s 
I no surprise that Polaris celebrated 
\ the Fourth of July around the 
d with rides organised for Victory 
Indian motorcycle owners known 
e Independence Day Ride, In 
Lralia alone, there were simultaneous 
s in three states including Sydney 
V, Brisbane QLD and Melbourne 

oria. The NSW leg of the ndc saw 
E group head off from the Sydney 
Vln Ashfield on Parramatta Rd, and 
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Boulevard in frotil of me at one stage. 

Turns out the lady on the Suzuki a 
potential customer and came along for the 
ride to experience what it would be like 
owning one. 

Once I joined the pack on Pennant Hills 
Rd, we made our way out through the 
back of Castle Hill and on to Wiscm^ s 
Ferry where we crossed the river and 
made our way on to Spencer. Watching 
(he pack of bikes snake its way through 

the light tsvisting comers was great, 

although unfortunately 1 hadn’t otgamsed 
anv photo-stops, and considering it was 
one of the coldest mornings 
they were on a mission to gel to I e i t 
store on the side of the river in Spencer as 

quick as possible. 

Not sure if you’ve ever had the chance 
to tide up this way, but it’s definitely the 
place to stop if you’re heading through 
with the best burgers you’ve ever tasted 

apparently. I didn’t get the ch^ce to 

sample one of their highly acclaim^ 
burgers, but the bacon and egg rolls were 
delicious. It was well set up too, with a 
frnm Victory Motorcycles already 







VICTORY OWNER’S RIDE 


familiar faces were forma once the neimets 
came off. Namely Peter Nochar and 
Sophia Nolan from Polaris headquarters 
in Melbourne. Another blast from the past 
was Clint who owns Brisan Motorcycles 
in Newcastle. I first met Clint almost 
a decade ago when Victory were first 
released into Australia and they did some 
custom work on a Hammer I was testing. I 
was good to catch up and have a chat with 
some of the happy owners as well, with 
one particular gentleman telling me how 
pleased he was with his Chieftain. 

They really are starting to make 
things happen with new model releases, 
especially from Indian with the Scout 
and the Dark Horse. Although what is 




refreshing to see is the fact that they aren’t 
neglecting their other popular brand; 
Victory, especially with the recent releases 
of the Gunner and Magnum. 

So with breakfast eaten and a few 
stories shared, it was time for everyone to 
start heading off with some heading north 
and others back the way we came. It was a 
great way to spend a Sunday, and an even 
better way of bringing current owners 
and even potential owners together for a 
ride. Well done to all involved at Indian 
and Victory as you definitely know how 
to make your customers feel welcome and 
looked after. . . ■ 
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Feature by PAX 



fUWRE BIKES 

It could well be that motorcycles become the vehicle of the future... 


A S an old fart these days I sometimes 
mentally revisit those lessons of 
my youth where I discovered by 
happenstance the relationship of fuel 
quality and a sparkplug. Crap fuel in a two 
stroke inevitably led to being stationary. 
The plug would soot until spark was 
impossible, cleaning it revealed that the 
electrode had perished internally from too 
much resistance and even if it did work 
again you only got so far through the rev 
range before a stuttering effect canceled 
that. Oh yay for the good old days. 

The future is always a difficult animal 
to describe. Some pundits point to the 
battery becoming a useful alternative. 
Others scream at the top of their lungs 
how hydrogen fuel cells will save 
us. Right now we have regenerative 
electrical hybrids that seem to work okay 




fFyen Harley-Davidson jo ined the| 
with the LiveWirei^^^^fl 


[party 


for a two tonne car, but for a bike? There 
is a sect of engineers completely devoted 
to making bikes the answer to city 
congestion, recyclable materials and noise 
abatement. I by reason of age alone hate 
them all. Sure, they could very well have 
the answer for all of you suburbanites, 
but I live in the bush and need to cover 
thousands of kays just to see my family 
and friends at least four times a year. 

For me, I need petroleum fuel. My 
average distance between stops is three 
hundred kays and at least two of those 
a day. It simply comes down to reality. 
An economist would tell me to ride to 
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new Victory Charger. . . 


Adelaide, then get a plane and then a 
taxi. Sure, that’s cheaper but hey wait 
on, I want to see and spend money 
in the country I ride through. Scratch 
the plane ride then. Hydrogen is a 
wonderful idea, if we can get around 
the fact that the molecule itself (H2) can 
escape any vessel wall because of it size. 
Without splitting it from water and then 
storing it close by is the big hurdle. And 
the fact it blows up pretty damn easy. 
Keeping a bike tank any where near 
‘contained’ is implausible. 

So I look at the bikes on display with 
the battery packs and no noise and I 
kinda shudder in my jacket. Am I being 
a dick? Was that crap fuel of times past 
not a warning? Perhaps, so let’s explore 
what you can do at home with an 
electric bike. 

Unless heavy shaft drives become 
standard there is always the chain and 
sprockets or more likely rubber bands 
and pulleys to look after. Same goes with 
rubber tyres and bearings, paint and 
umm. Yeah, that’s it. Don’t forget to lock 
out the power pack if you are working on 
the bike or you are deader than a fossil. 

Hydrogen motors are going to be 
well sealed, I hope. As raw hydrogen 
is the starting factor for bits of metal 
being eaten by what most of us would 
call rust and the chemical engineers call 
acidification. Ever seen what happens at 
the old fashioned battery cradle when 
the vent line falls off? Errgh. 

Turbines? I remember well the 
original Battle Star Galactica flying 
bikes, but the example of say a Y2K 
turbine bike that can melt asphalt on 
start up and use fuel at helicopter rates. 
Umm, nope. So what does that leave us? 
Petrol. Or something similar. 

Petrol used to be burnt off as a waste 
product when refineries were first 
made, the internal combustion motor as 
a use for it came later. There were some 
pretty serious problems to overcome 
with it too, it burnt too easily and so we 
added lead to it. Oops. We can make 
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(sort of) petrol out of sugar, but it eats 
rubber and fiberglass. It also needs 
some sort of damper or it explodes 
instead of burns. Leads out so we 
aren’t any further along and the current 
replacement phosphors won’t work 
without the original product in the mix. 
As it stands using plants to make fuel 
is only seventy percent effective over 
the input costs so far, a long way to go 
before sustainability. 

Petrol is going to be around for quite 
some time. It’s inevitable as the cracking 
process of raw crude demands it before 
we can get to lubricating oil, and this is 
where we have a niche. You can’t make 
lubricating oil without getting rid of the 
volatiles (petrol in another sense) so we 
can make a case for motorcycles being 
the vehicle of the future, with a proviso 
that we are more efficient than public 
transport, battery vehicles and for long 
distance transport for one person, it is 
the economical version of gold. We may 


have to convince people of this though. 

So future bikes, what would they 
be? The current example of adventure 
bikes may be a good start. Go anywhere 
(on the surface) machines that have a 
utilitarian cache, as the public could 
very well expect these to do some 
things for them. Race bikes could 


already be dead if MotoGP goes fully 
electric. After all, they want riders as 
photo opportunities, not anything else 
apparently. What about scouts for the 
army? Drones can only do so much. 

The reality will be seen eventually, 
and I can only guess as to what is to 
come but I hope that petrol is not 
outlawed by a dick of a minister who 
hasn’t looked further than the lobby 
group to see what real use can be made 
of a byproduct that we will use for 
as far as the engineering eye can see. 
Perhaps we need to boycott anything 
else but bikes as petrol users. It’ll make 
the stocks last a longer too... ■ 
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modern classics 

HONDA CB125 & CB125E 


CUissni 


Remember those bikes from simpler times? 


Feature by Peter Cox 

- was my son’s new CB125E that got 

I jue thinking about simpler times. 

I I My uni mate, Kevin, 
pootled around on a Honda XL125 callrf 
^Ermingtrude’. Especially when his Escort van 
was up on the jacks. Which was unfo^ately, 
a lot Another mate, Katrma, had a CBl/b 
until her Dad spotted her a Kingswood- 
Both these late 70’s CBs were classic 
Honda. A little choke. A kick. A steady beat 
and away we go. Good cheap to, espeaally 
as the worn nobbies on Kev’s 50. were so 
ancient and hardened that the back tyre 
would occasionally shed knobs when on 
throttle over roi^h pavement. 

Flip to the 2014 CB125E and Its a 

completely different story. All the choke. 
Thumb the button and there’s the quie 
putter of the exhaust. But don’t, whatever 
vou do, ride it straight away. 

Because, built to satisfy modem noise 

and emissions while retaining a carb and air 

cooling, the CB125E takes as long to warn up 
as my late 70’s Suzuki X7 twO'Shoke did_ 
He’s usually idlii^ on full choke while he 


suits up and doesn’t drop off the choke imhl 

he’s a few hundred metres down the road, 

usually waiting at the lights on the toer west. 

Where Kev and Kat’s 125s would puU 

hard (for little bikes) as soon as they “ 
the modem CB has nothing for the first few 

minutes and few hundred metres. 

It’s just running so lean. Great for fuel 
economy, fine when it’s warmed up but 
as scary as a baulky two stroke until ton 
as, when you twist the throttle, e 
engine just dies. 

And all those extra pipes on the enpn . 

The old CB and XL had a carb, throttle and 
choke cables, a spark plug lead, exhaust and 
a crankcase breather. And some wires buned 
somewhere to connect the 

The new CB has all this, with addihonal 
wires for the starter motor and some wires 

buried somewhere for °5le 

But there are also extra tubes pli^g 
engine to bleed away any unbumt fuel from 
the exhaust and to, I think, inject fresh air on 
the exhaust side of the head. 

With the tricks Honda has had to pull to 


keep this old school engine on the legal side 
of modem noise and emissions mles he d 
have had a more responsive throttle on an 
old bike built for less restrictive times or a 
modern one with fuel injection and liquid 

cooling like the CB300F. j ,. 

Which is why it’s getting harder and harder 
to find bikes with clear engine bays and a 
minimum of piping. 

Compare a modem Ducati monster to 
the original. The air-cooled models were 
the essential motorcycle - engine, tank, seat 
and wheels. Now the engines are far bette 
by every objective, logical measure but 
Je also industrial blocks piped for liquid 

cooling and wired with sensors. 

Or BMW’s new R1200 liquid-cooled 
engine. I’d seen mostly side views of the 
R1200R naked and thought that the company 
had done a pretty good job PU'^kagmg t e 
radiator and verhcal air intakes. But ton I 
looked at it front on and reahsed that the old 
horizontal plane of the engine is gone^ 
basically, square with the radiator and air 
intakes filling in what used to be open space 





The rei 
Norton 


ar lights on this 
look crazy big 
red to the slim lines 
rest of the bike. 


and removing the old flat twin silhouette. I 
haven’t ridden the new boxer, as I ain afraid 
it will be so good that I won’t be 
with my ‘94 RIOOR any more and will start 

contemplating uncomfortable debt 

It’s important to recognise that the 
mechanical and electronic 
engines is somewhat balanced by reduchons 
in complexity elsewhere. Consider the twm 
leading shoe drum brake. It’s a gorgeous 

confection of levers and wires that, wth 

regular adjustment, does a surprisingly good 
job. But hydraulic disks work so much better 
with so much less attention. 

Or consider the points and mechanical 

ignition advance on older bikes. Some people 
Iwe the mechanical complexity , I Jeen 

happy with electronic ignifaon smce 1982 and 
doSmtend to go back. Fuel injection, sensors 
and computers are complex. But 
plus years, the choke lever on the nght hand 
Bing on my BMW has developed a shckmess 
no amount of cleaning or lubricating can 
resolve. When mechanical parts get micky 
they can be nearly as annoying, but probably 
not as expensive, as finicky elecmcs. 

The development of the bobber, cafe 
and tracker ethos in recent years has pu 
new emphasis on being able to see the 
scenery through your engine bay. Thos 
old CB125S, Norton Commandos, BMW 
flat twins and even Triumph and Japanese- 
built parallel twins fill the bill wonderfully 
It’s harder with big multis or twins, as the 


cylinders, carbs and headers take up a lot 
of the air room although the Ducati 900S 
manages to pull it off. 

Triumph’s Hinkley Bonnevilles 
Kawasaki’s W800 and even Suzuki s TO25 
continue the job even when they are fitte 

up with fuel injection. In the Bonnie’s case 

disguised as carbs, in the Kawasaki and 
Sumki case actually removing bulk behm 
the engine block by replacing carbs with 

fuel injection tubes. . 

But spy shots of the incoming Bonme 
suggest that liquid cooling can’t be avoided. 
Harley is now ‘twin cooled’, marketing 
speak contorting the language to avoid 
mentioning liquid cooling. 

It’s very, very expensive to design 
engines lie the new Indian Thunder Stroke 
motors that look old school but are quiet 
enough, have low enough emissions and 
enough performance to be launched m o 
the teeth of tightening emissions standards 

^''soriot of the familiar classics and modem 
classics being kicked around by the ^e, 
tracker and bobber scene look simple becau 
they are. Take the SR500 and SR400. Please. 

At the same time, a bike that I though 
was very high tech in the early ‘80s is also a 
favour^ of the scene - the CXSOO. Fomw^e, 
liquid cooled, shaft drive - it couldn t be more 
different to the SR but can fit mto the ligh 
simple aesthetic. I’ve also seen some bmtish 
makeovers for the early GoldWing flat fours 
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HONDA CB125 & CB125E 


which turn them into muscle bikes-come cates. 

There will be engines, and manufacturers, 
who do the hard work to make their engines 
elegant, and superficially simple, despite the 
need for plumbing, a radiator and a<^vanced 
electronics. New wiring, using what looks h 
a single wire to run multiple connechons, and 
morf advanced control systems can give broad 
capabilities in very small packages. 

styling is mod, not retro, but Yamaha 
has already done a good job at buildmg 

minimalist motorcycles with the new M 

and MT-07. And there are hmts that a retr 
MT-07 wiU show up in a future motor *ow 
season. Simple will mean somethmg different 
But building an engine destined to run inside 
the fairing of a sports bike is not the s^e as 

building an engine you plan to show 

world. Compare the early Ducati 851 engm 
to the air-cooled 900cc engmes that preceded 
it See how hard it is for even Honda to ^e a 
four or five-year-old Fireblade engme, stuff it 
in a naked and make it look good. 


machinery when complicated just meant 
double overhead cams and multiple carbies. 

But as these bikes get older and less viable 
as daily ruimers we’ll need to adjust our 

etimnewer engine blocks and different 

proportions. Electronics, fuel mjechon, 

Variable valve timing and exhaust valves are 
making fantastic rides out of machines lha 
completely comply with all sorts of ^815^0“. 
Bikes like the Mr-07 and Kawasaki Vulcan S 

lams bikes are proof of that. 

And we’d better get more flexible in our 
thinking because, in not too long ® 

discussing the aesthetic appeal of electnc bikes 
r Ln. 4ose Zeros are looking better every 
year! Can an early generahon electee become 
a modem classic? Time will tell, although I 
don’t see anyone sporting an iPad Senes One 
or Compaq 486 laptop to estabhsh to reh 
bona fides. Is there a trade in early ™P 

phones and the requisite battenesthoug . 




Australia's best "Bike Lifters" 



The Cruiser Lifter $299 

** As used by Harley dealers 
Ideal for servicing & cleaning 
.r Foot operated hydraulic pump 
r Heavy duty - lifts up to 500kg 
Lifts bike to 420mm high 



The Air Lifter $1299 

-p Perfect for ho me or workshop 
p' Air operated 
^ Easily lifts over 500kg 
ip Includes: From bench extension 
Front wheel damp 
- Service Jack 



The Bike Lifter $799 

p' Perfect for home or workshop 
Foot operated hydrauJk pump 
. Easily lifts 500kg 
^ Rom wheel damp 
iP l^emovable rear wheel panel 



See our website for our full range of lifters and other 
accessories Including the Service Jack (right) 
and Front Wheel Chock {far right). 

Prices IrKlude GST. Freight extra, 

www.waranaimport5*com 

Ph: 1 300 76 55 39 # e: infopwaraiia Imports 





ASIAN EXPERIENCE MOTORBIKE TOURS 

AUSTRALIANS AND PREMIER MOTOR BIKE TOUR OPERATOR 
26 YEARS OF ORGANISING TOURS 






• TIBET 


« NEPAL ■ 
• VIETNAM 
» BALI 


• BHUTAN. NEPAU & INDIA! 


03 5989 2512 


tou rs ^ asia n expenence.com . au 


www.asfartexpenencexQm.au 
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S eason 14 of the MotoGP era 

wraps up this month in Valencia. 

It’s the 242th race in the new 
four-stroke era and a watershed 
moment. There are two major chang 
for 2016, the switch to Michehn 

17-inch tyres and the requirement 
that everyone races with “ 
electronic control unit, unified software 
and a set list of sensors on the machine. 

The aim of the new rules 
electronics is to reduce costs and furth 
reduce the lap-time gap between the 
fastest and slowest machines. It m^y also 
affect the way the machines are ^dde . 
According to Valentino Rossi, “our ECU 
works very well and I’m very curious to 
understand what will change m ri g 
the bike with the new electronics for 
next year. It will be interesting and very 
important also to understand the balance 

of the championship.” ,, 

The tyre and electronics changes may 
have been a factor when the factory 
bosses signed their top guns to two-year 
contracts for 2015-16, to cover 
the transition. 

However, that wasn’t all occupying 
the minds of motorcycle racing’s power 
brokers this year. At the end o une 
the Grand Prix Commission laid down 
vision for MotoGP from 2017 to 2021. 
The commission consists of promoter 

Dorna Sports, the FIM (Federation 

of International Motorcycling), the 
International Road-Racing Teams 

Association and the Motorcycle 

Sport Manufacturers Association. Its 


announcement on the Friday of the Dutch 
GP meeting included cost reduc ion 
through technical stability, price caps, 
higher subsidies for the teams and strict 
allocation of entries. 

Measures include a cap ^ ^ 
price of machines to independent 
teams and guaranteed annual funding 
to 22 entries in a proposed 24-bilie 
field. To quote Dorna CEO Carmelo 
Ezpeleta; “The set of decisions taken by 
the commission will ensure the lonp 
term commitment of 

manufacturers and the viabihy of the 
MotoGP championship for independent 
teams.” (See sidebar for the key points in 
Ezpeleta’s statement.) 


ONTRACK 


he new four-stroke era fth 

,ces. Key changes are ““"S ^’‘S'Xtronics. The 

antrol-tyre supplier °ne bte 

ear after heralds a ^ ’h to 2021. We examine the 
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ATWE END OF JUNE, THE GRAND PRIX 
COMMISSION LAID DOWN ITS VISION FOR 

MUr06PFROM2017T02021... 


Casey Stoner had 38 victories in . 
fVio nremier class, and is one of 
Aus?rS most successful racers 


Rule stability has been an issue 
inMotoGP.TheSOO GP era ran 
essentially to the same rules from 
the beginLg of the 1970s: 500cm3, 
maximum of four cylinder and six 
gears, commercially available fue . 

There were tweaks on machine 
minimum weight in the 1990s and 
unleaded fuel was mandated in 1998. 

By contrast, MotoGP is now on its 
third capacity limit and people sti 
wonder why the 800cm3 
introduced in 2007, supposedly to slow 
the machines down. Fuel-tank capaci y, 
minimum weight and number of engines 
for the season have all varied These 
days, the limit is five engines for factory 
bites, with a development freeze during 
the season. Next year factories will 
have to use one engine specification 
throughout the season. 

Ducati enjoyed concessions on the 
engine numbers and the development 


freeze rules this season. It 
loses those for 2016, but 
they remain in place for 
Aprilia and Suzuki. 

MotoGP has advanced 
mightily in 14 years. The 
first Yamaha Ml, for 
example, did not fully 
exploit the 990cm3 capacity limit and 
ran carburettors rather than electronic 
fuel injection. Many thought that riders 
used to four-stroke engine braking 

would have an advantage, but the top 

riders wanted engine braking tight y 
controlled. The factories tried various 
ways to achieve this. One of the ear y 
observer ‘games’ in MotoGP was to 
stand on a corner entry and ^ ^ 

raucous pops and bangs the different 

bikes made. . „ 

The first MotoGP champion in 20UZ 
included four circuits not visited this 
year; Suzuka, Welkom, Bonington 
Park and Jacarepagua (Brazil), and a 
shorter version of the Sachsenring^ 
won the last GP of the 500 era and the 
first MotoGP, in what proved to be a 

Honda year. „ j u a 

No surprise there, as Honda had 
pushed hardest for the switch 
strokes and had the biggest bank of new 


four-stroke racer knowledge. Rossi won 

11 races, Alex Barros two and Tohru 
Ukawa one, with Max Biaggi winning 
two for Yamaha. Out of interest only 
Barros, Biaggi, Loris 
Gibernau and Rossi won on 500s and 
both in MotoGP. 

Nicky Hayden joined the works Hon 
team in 2003 and is now the second- 
longest serving MotoGP racer. He was 
Rookie of the Year that season, two 
points ahead of Australia’s Troy Bayhss 
on the debutante Ducati Desmosedici. 

With 14 years in the category, Rossi 
has the most victories. Jorge Lorenzo this 
tar caught the now retired Casey Stoner 
for second place. Dani Pedrosa and Marc 
Marquez have the next highest tallies. N 
other rider is in double figures. 

Three Australians are on the list, wi 
Stoner a 38-times victor and single 
victories to Bayliss (remarkably as a 
replacement rider in the very last 99 
race in 2006) and Chris Vermeulen m 
the wet at Le Mans in 2007. Honda 
comfortably leads the makers tally. 

Rossi was the king in the 990 era, 
in terms of titles, race victories and 
laps led. He won four of the five 
championships and 45 of the 8 races, 
and that was with the famous switch 
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THE PLAN 

Carmelo Ezpeleta made a point of thanking 
Ducati, Honda and Yamaha for parhapatmg 
throughout the four-stroke championship and 
gave special thanks to the two hugest Japanese 
Lkes^for “the concession points to allow those 
who have not been winning to catch up. 

“I also thank the teams for permitting . 

It has not been easy for them, but we fee tim 

agreement is good for everyone, especially the 

private teams. This is a process that s^ed 
^th CRT, then the Open class and to the 
agreement to have the same spec electtomcs 
for all. It will provide the stability of the 

toechnical rules will stay the sme 
vuita 2021, unless everybody agrees to c ange 
something or it is for safety. Starting from 2017, 

MotoGP: Aprilia, Ducati, Honda, KTM, Snzum 
and Yamaha. All of these six wdl 
to participate in the championship wth to 
official riders. TTiey also have the o\>^^on to 
nut a ".i"i"vim of to bikes m the market for 

C” fl. . »»*■“ «' T”® 

teams in the championship. These bto wil 
ST. n.»dmum pnce of Z.2 »■«. e™ 

iodmUng evoTtlims »c«l« “*■ 

zTw. 

rfl not admit aoy oUtet toam. o. maootew 
if we’re over 22 riders; this is to support ffie 
teams that have been participatmg m MotoG _ 
“Doma also has the right to buy the slot of the 
last two teams in the championship each yeM. 

This is a right and not an obligahon. Hopefully, 

wrdon’tneedtousethisrightlfanynew 

manufacturers arrive they will be ob^^ rto 
an agreement with an existmg pnvate team. We 
willLt admit new manufacturers (to arnve with 
a new team), as we have done m the past 
“The contribution from Doma to the 

rfl MO more Ihan » 30% increase from 2016 

to 2017 With this contribution, especially 
to the private teams, the teams will have 

enongh resources to pay the leasmg from ffie 

mantoturers at ffie previously menhoned pnce. 

“It is important for ffie market to be open. 

With six manufacturers, ffie private “ 

choice of who to make an agreement 
^cement will hopefully promote stabihty. 
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on the all-time Motot.t' winnei. 

Hayden won the last 990 crown in 2006. 
It was also the last time the title was 
won on Michelin tyres. Bridgestone 
claimed the ’07 and ’08 crowns m open 
competition, before being awarded the 
‘control’ tyre contract for 2009 

Honda was the most successful make 
with 48 victories. In contrast to today, 
21 of those wins were 
satellite bikes, including six m 2004. 
Stoner dominated the stats for the 

88 races in the 800 era, winning 

compared with Lorenzo’s 17, Pedrosa 
13 and one each by Capirossi, Andrea 
Dovizioso, Ben Spies and Vermeulen _ 
Stoner won the first and ^^^t ■ 

championships in 2007 and 2011. ■ 

The other titles went to Rossi ■ 


time ot writing, omy x 
a 1000 race - including Stoner s fi 
in his swansong season, plus the tl 
Spaniards and Rossi. 

Lorenzo was well ahead in tern 
of laps led, but neck and neck wi1 
Marquez for race victories Durm 
2015 Lorenzo set a new MotoUl" 
of 102 consecutive laps led, whei 
dominated in Jerez, Le Mans, i 
and Barcelona. He does go well ^ 
he’s in clear air and ‘hammering 
consistent laps. 

Hold on for off-season testing 
see how difference the new tyr( 
electronics restrictions make to 
status quo. m 


‘aliens’ as Marco Melandn dubbed the 
(Rossi, Lorenzo and Pedrosa). And 
this in a formula that always puzzled 
Casey He could never see the point 

f„ S chans, from 990 .0 800 A. top 

racers have said since the year dot, 
‘give me power. I’ll figure out how to^ 
control it and use it to my advantage. 

Irish great Stanley Woods expressed 
those sentiments in the 1930s when 
there were suggestions 
largest capacity class at the Isle of Ma 
TT from 500 to 350. 

The 1000 era is now four years an 
72 races old. We’ve seen interesting 
times, not the least for departure of 
Stoner and the arrival of Marquez. A 



KALPAGE & CO 

SOLICITORS 


DON’T GIVE UPwiTHOIITAHBIIT 


I am a keen motorcyclist who 
enjoys a good ride with friends 
and feiiow enthusiasts. 

I understand what it is like to be 
a rider and some of the problems 
faced, you can talk to me. 




•Traffic Matters 
• License Suspensions & 
Disquaiifications 
•Drink Driving Matters 
•Criminai Law 
• Empioyment Law 


CHRIS KALPAGE PH: (02) 9230 0448 MOB: 041 8 21 1 074 EMAIL: kalpage@aol.eom 





/ft not whore you're going .. 
- /ft how you get there 


The moduiar 


iuggage 
system for aii 
motorcycies. 


VENTURE is avaiiable from your favourite motorcycie store. For more information about VENTURA 
products visit w»'w.kenma.com.au email: sales@kenma.com.au or if you are in QLD, NSW, ACT, VIC, 
NT, SA phone 02 9484 0777, Tas ph 03 6339 2770 and please call 08 9355 2001 if you’re in WA. 
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memory lane 

PHOTOS FROM THE 
ARCHIVES 






Biland tears it up on his wild H 
sidecar in Austria back in 1983! 
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VESPA WORUJ DAY 2015 


mWN! 

With more than 5000 

participating to represent 
Nations, Vespa World Day in 
Croatia was one for the ages..^ 


I t was a gathering like no other 

before! Over four days of friendship, 
adventure and two wheeled passion 
on the Croatian coast was enjoyed 
by thousands of enthusiastic and 
passionate scooter riders celebrating 
Vespa World Day. With people in 
attendance from 32 different countries 
including Brazil, Canada, Israel, 

Mexico, Thailand, Taiwan, Thailand and 
Australia, it was an amazing spectacle 
as the town of Biograd in Croatia was 
a mass of excitement and fun. There 
were even representatives from the 


former Yugolslavia, Bosnia, Kosovo, 
Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and 
Slovenia, proving that a common love 
for something like Vespa is a bridge of 
friendship between different populations. 

You might find it hard to believe, but 
since their inception in 1946, Vespa 
have sold more than 18 million units 
worldwide, becoming one of the most 
common and well-known Italian products 
on the planet. It really was the first truly 
global transport brand, and soon became 
a link between generations breaking 
social boundaries along the way. They 




were fashionable, affordable, fun to 
ride, cheap to run and made a statement 
of freedom and individuality. And with it 
came a sense of belonging, which is why 
they’ve been enjoying Vespa World Days 
every year since the very first one held 
57 years ago. Back then it was known as 
the Eurovespa Rally, which was held in 
Belgium, before it was renamed Vespa 
World Days in 2007. 

Today, the Vespa Clubs, which were 
originally established in Italy before 
moving abroad, have over 67 ,000 
members worldwide and over 50 registered 
national Vespa Clubs along with an 
amazing 780 local clubs. Just in the past 
year alone over 100 rallies were held 
across Italy all culminating in the hugely 
popular event in Croatia. 

With models from yesteryear including 
the latest to hit the streets, there were 
scooters as far as the eye could see, all 
being enjoyed together over a four day 
festival. Some of the highlights would 
definitely have been the very first edition 
Vespa on show (the 98cc from 1946), 
the powerful little GS from 1955 or the 




VESPA WORLD DAY 2015 


younger generation back in the 1960s. 
Then there were later models like the 
new Primavera, Sprint and GTS, modern 
yet still perpetuating a message of their 
unique heritage. 

It was a great weekend all concluding 
with the Vespa Club awards, which saw 
the Italian’s triumph with Martin Shift, 
President of the Vespa World Club 
presenting the coveted Vespa Trophy to 
the Sirmione Vespa Club, a team made up 
of 12 Vespas that arrived in Biograd after 
visiting the most number of checkpoints ^ 


everything had come to an end for 2015, it 
was time to pass the baton on to the Vespa 
Club de France who are organising Vespa 
World Days 2016 in the spectacular setting 
of CA'te d'Azur at Saint Tropez... ■ 




SALES SERVICE SPAREPARTS ACCESSORIES 


150 Parramatta Rd, Stanmore 
Phone: 02 9557 8500 
Email: scoot@scooteria.com.au 


www.scooteria.com.au 





don’t encourage people to ride them. 
Bikes though, unlike cars, take more 
skill to ride and they’re not for 
everyone. With that said lane filtering 
is not for everyone either, it takes 
years of practice to be a good Tilterer 
and even then you can be caught out 
with so called ‘Sheriff’s’ who feel it’s 
their god given right to move over so 
you can’t get through. 

Australians are great believers in 
the ‘fair go’ mentality, so when they’re 
stuck in traffic, they think you on your 
bike should be stuck in traffic to, but 
what they don’t realise is that bikes are 
better suited at the front of the traffic. 
Besides, if you’re going to risk getting 
soaking wet when it rains, not to 
mention the possibility of paralysis and 
amputation every day you ride, then 
there should be some fringe benefits... 
don’t you agree? 

Just last year we saw those 
benefits come to every fully 
licensed motorcyclist in NSW with 


the introduction of ‘lane filtering’ 
which recently celebrated its one year 
anniversary. And from the mouth of the 
motorcycle council of NSW it has been 
an ‘unmitigated success’. There have only 
been 127 infringements for lane splitting 
(Different to filtering) which is travelling 
over 30 kays or in the breakdown lane, 
which aren’t unfavourable statistics when 
you consider there are 40,000 registered 
motorcycles in NSW alone. Although 
to the douche bag on the Gixxer in the 
singlet travelling in the breakdown lane 
at 120km/hr, there’s a good chance you’ll 
die and much worse you’ll give us all a bad 
name and root up our shiny new law! 

Aside from the sky not falling on our 
heads and the earth not swallowing us 
up, here is a law that not since the repeal 
of prohibition makes sense, one that the 
other states are now seriously considering 
implementing as well, not to mention 
other countries. So congrats all round! 
Now I’m going to have some homemade 
booze to celebrate...! 


G o your own way Osmosis is 
the net movement of solvent 
molecules through a partially 
permeable membrane into a region of 
higher solute concentration. Osmosis 
is also a rubbish band from the ‘70’s 
that had one hit song called ‘She 
didn’t remember my name’. Osmosis 
could also be a word to describe Lane 
filtering, road filtering, lane splitting, 
road sharing, cutting lanes... it may 
go by many names, but one thing it 
certainly does is divide a community. 

In the motorcycle community, there are 
those that do it and there are those that 
don’t. I fall into the first category because 
it makes sense, motorcycles aren’t meant 
to be driven like cars because they’re not. 
In the greater world motorcycles largely 
don’t make sense. If the motorcycle 
was invented today it would never pass 
through today’s health and safety rules. 
“What? You have a thing that can’t 
support itself without a stand, can travel 
up to 300 kilometers per hour and the 
only safety gear you need is an approved 
helmet? Well, I see no problem here! 
You’re invention is approved!” 

All I can say is thank the lord that 
no-one had heard of OH and S back 
in the late 1800‘s when Gottelieb 
Damiler marketed their new fan-dangled 
motorcycle. The thing about motorcycles 
is law makers don’t know what to do 
with them! You wouldn’t be paranoid 
if you thought that the Government 
wanted them banned, as they certainly 
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PRECISION SHIMS AUSTRALIA 


A Manufacture of shims for the adjustment 
of Inlet & exhaust valve clearances. 
RANGE OF SIZES AVAILABLE from 7.0mm - 40.0mm diameter 


PRICED FROM $5.50 EACH INC. GST. 


Incremental steps of .Q2mm or .Q5mm available. 
Kits available including .02 & .05 increments 



PHONE OR FAX ORDERS TO: 

Precision Shims 

Tel: (03) 9723 0199 Fax: (03) 9723 2759 
Email: chris(@precisonshims. com.au 

www.precisionshims.com.au 



• RAD HARD CHROMING % 

www.radhardchroming.com.au p 




me 


MOTORGYCIE FORK RECHROMING, 
SERVICING & RESTORATION.. 

RHC is a one-stop-shop for motorcycle fork restoration. RHC^ .i 
can overhaul, service forks. Replacement springs. Rechrome 
rusted, worn, stone-chipped 


fork stanchions. Arrange for 
powdercoating, polishing or 
decorative chroming of lower 
fork sliders and triple clamps. 


9 DoliJs Street Rocklea QLD 4106 

07 3277 0412 

(?; conTac t radha rdc hram \r>q .com.au 



MOTORCYCLE SHOCKY REPAIRS 


Specialising ONLY in REPAIRING 
MOTORCYCLE SHOCKS 

* 95 *% of all motorcycle shocks are rebuildable, sealed units or not. 
*Our guaranteed quality workmanship and parts are recognized 
by 400 motorcycle dealers Australia wide. 

Rhone: 07 3BB2 Ga93 

Email: radshockrepairs@hotmail.com 
Unit 103/c 49 Station Road Yeerongpilly 4105 
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SMALL WORLD 


Hi Jonesy - I’ve just read your column in 
08/15 edition, which is usually my first call. 
You really picked a hard bunch of fellow 
riders to go out with considering your off 
road experience level and an unfamiliar bike. 
Having said that it’s amazing how much you 
can pick up from good experienced riders. 
Anyway, after finishing your column I 
hadn’t looked at the top picture before and 
immediately recognised Kate Peck, not so 
much from the picture but from her taking off 
her helmet at the Luguna Wine Bar (where the 
sculptured ants are attacking an old Mercedes). 
Whilst it’s not unusual to see women riding 
road bikes it is rare to see one on an adventure 


bike such as the Bemmer 800. 

I am assuming that this is the same day as your 
ride as my friend and I both in our golden years, 
1954 models, riding F700GS BMWs, were 
just mounting up to leave as your party arrived. 
We remembered all the bikes in the picture plus 
one other with camera mounts everywhere. It 
can be a small world sometimes. . . 

Greg Johnstone 

(Thanks mate, and it was a pity you didn’t 
get a chance to say hello. But I would have 
to agree with you that I learnt a lot that 
particular ride, and yes, Kate is one hell of a 
great rider. - Jonesy) 


GOOD CHANGES 


HI Miles - The August edition ot i wo Wlieels 
arrived here a couple of days ago and it was 
great to see some changes to the size of the 
some fonts and background colours. I noticed 
the changes to the test bike specs with the 
different colours and bigger font also. 

Even though the Ducati Monster 1200 test 


LETTER OF 
THE MONTH 

Thanks to Scooteha, we've got a great woman’s 
Go Go Gear jacket to giveaway each issue for the 
letter of the month. Scooteria is the only stockist to 
sell Go Go Gear jackets for women and have a wide 
range available at www.scooteria.com.au 




specs had a black background, it was easy 
to read because of the differences to the 
font, so that gets a big tick. Something else 
I noticed was some experimentation with 
the picture captions, changing some to back 
text on a white background such as on 
pages 59-60. It is clearly easier to read when 
compared to the other captions on the same 
pages that were still in white text on black 
background. I couldn’t help but chuckle 
when I read the last page of Chain mail and 
read the post from Ian Forsyth, it seems 
I’m not the only one who thinks the black 
backgrounds should be banished. 

I still couldn’t find any reference to deals 
for new subscriptions anywhere. The only 
thing I could find was the tiny reference in 
tiny font size on page 20 in the Two Wheels 
contacts. And last but not least, I loved the 
Ninja tests, what weapons! 

And loved the Italian bikes museum 
feature, especially the pic of that glorious 
30th Anniversary Laverda 1200 on page 43. 
So on balance the changes are heading the 
right direction and it was great to see you 
are listening to your readers. 

Shane, QLD 

(Thanks for the feedback Shane. It is hard 
trying to consistently please all the readers, 
but hopefully we’re on the right track. -MR) 


GROWING AGAIN 


1 just wanted to say what a relief it was to 
see the magazine go back up in pages last 
issue. I was starting to get a little worried 
that Two Wheels was going to be slowly cut 
in size and then disappear into the magazine 
wasteland like many other titles have lately. 
I’ve been buying Two Wheels since the 
mid-80’s and have always enjoyed the bike 
reviews and even bought my Kawasaki 
ZX-6, after reading about it in the magazine. 
I loved that bike but decided to change to 
an R6 about three years ago, although I’ve 
been tempted lately to upgrade to an Rl, 
especially after taking one for a test ride a 
couple of months back. Either way, it’s good 
to see Two Wheels regathering momentum 
and I do have to say I’ve always enjoyed 
Kerr’s articles, he definitely seems like an 
educated man in the area of motorcycles. 

Scott, Hurstville 

(Thanks for hanging in there Scott, and 
rest assured Two Wheels magazine is 


far from on its way to me magazine 
wasteland. With so much iconic history, 
we’re rebuilding and have a lot planned 
for the future. And in regards to your 
comments regarding Glynn Kerr, he is a 
very smart man, which is why he’s been 
instrumental in the field of ‘motorcycle 
design’ for many years now. - MR) 


NEWRIDER 


I felt compelled to write in to the magazine 
after reading Kevin Magee’s article last 
month about the new Yamaha R3. My 
eldest son actually bought one a few weeks 
ago, which is his first ever motorcycle, and 
I couldn’t be happier with his selection. I 
actually own a Suzuki Katana, and the old 
girl has never let me down. But to see my 
son joining the fray was fantastic, and of 
course I had to test his new ride and just like 
Magoo said, it’s a great little bike. It handles 
well, goes well and is a lot of fun to ride. The 
main reason he bought it is to get to work 
in the middle of Melbourne, so it’s handy 
through the traffic yet still stylish enough for 
him to want to ride it. You know the young 
people today, they’re all about the image. 

We even went for a cruise a couple of days 
ago out of the city and up towards Geelong 
which was his biggest ride so far. Like I said. 
I’m just happy to have my son riding along 
next to me, and it doesn’t hurt that he loves 
his new little bike either. . . 

Mark, St Kilda 

( Good to hear you’re enjoying riding with 
your son Mark, and yes, you’re not wrong 
about the new little Yamaha R3. It’s a 
! great little bike which Magoo raved about 
in length after the launch. He also just 
tested the new Kawasaki 250ZL which he 
I reckons isn’t a LAMs bike, but the perfect 
, commuter. The new range of LAMs bikes 
are definitely having the desired effect of 
bringing new riders to the road. -MR) 


SOMETHING TO SAY? 

1 Chain Mail, Two Wheels, 2 

i Stanley Street, Silverwater, NS 
1 2128 or email info@twowheels. 

com.au Letters may be edited by 
\ the editor and will be discarded 
' without a full return address. 
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All new YZF-R3 


#YAMAHA 


VR46 APPROVED 



Genuine MotoGP DNA fires fchis twin cylinder sports bike to the rront of the c^rid, 


Torque rich twin cylinder 321CC twin '^■||| 
Lightweight, sharp handling chassis 
Confidence inspiring ABS braking fitted standard 

Hide It like Roiii! 

Visit r3.vamaha-motor.com.au for details 


YZF-R3 Midnight Blach 


Visn-us UP LOCITF 4 YUlWM «Mill XT 

www.yafnaNa-mcrt4rcom.au 


'HWedwaj^ prki Indudes adl cosb. Fteiglit iriijir be extra. 








Your Motorcycle Insurance Specialists 
now offering fortnightly and monthly 
payments at no extra cost; and remember 

Well Beat Any Price - Guaranteed* 


Normal acceptance criteria applies. *PR1CE GUARANTEE CONDITIONS: We guarantee to beat our competitors price on motorcycle insurance policies 

excluding our Platinum Cover. The guarantee also applies to existing QBE motorcycle insurance polices that are on renewal. Price guarantee is based 

on our standard price compared to competitors for policies with a comparable list of insured events. Offer valid for the first 12 months of insurance, 
after this premium will be charged at the competitive QBE standard rate. We only guarantee to beat the price of APRA authorised insurers who hold 

an ASFL issued by ASIC. Guarantee does not apply to any free offers of insurance. Insurance is issued by QBE (Australia) Limited ABN 78 003 191 035. 

To decide if a policy is right for you please carefully read the Product Disclosure Statement which is available at www.qbe.com.au or by phoning us on 1800 24 34 64. 





